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1902 


February 13, 1902 
“Called Out of Egypt” The Present Truth 18, 7, pp. 100, 101. 


ATJ 


WHEN the Lord visited and redeemed His people, to take them into 
the land of promise, the land He sware to Abram, Isaac, and Jacob 
to give to them; when He took them unto Himself to swerve Him 
only, in the keeping of His holy law, He said, first of all: “I am the 
Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before 
Me,” etc. PTUK February 13, 1902, page 100.1 


Israel missed God’s call: they believed Him not, and therefore could 
not enter into His rest. These fell in the wilderness. And the 
generation that went into the land of Canaan did not in that go into 
“the land” and the “rest” to which the Lord would have taken the 
people when they first left Egypt, had they only believed. They 
drifted further and further away from God until they actually rejected 
Him, that they might be like the nations.PTUK February 13, 1902, 
page 100.2 


And they became like all the nations. They failed exactly as had 
their fathers before them. For, in the days of David, the Lord still 
said: “To-day if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts, as in 
the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: when 
your fathers tempted Me, proved Me, and saw My works forty 
years. Whereupon | was grieved with that generation, and said, 
They do always err in their heart; and they have not known My 
ways. So | sware in My wrath, They shall not enter into My rest.” 
Hebrews 3:8-11; 4:7, 8.PTUK February 13, 1902, page 100.3 


But still they hardened their hearts, and went further away from the 
Lord, until they got into such darkness that it was the very darkness 
of “the shadow of death,” which is “darkness as darkness itself; and 
of the shadow of death, without any order, and where the light is as 
darkness.” And there the people sat, when there shined unto them 





3 


a “great light,” even the light of God, in which darkness itself is light. 
Isaiah 9:2; Job 10:21, 22, Matthew 4:16.PTUK February 13, 1902, 
page 100.4 


Christ came. Again God visited to redeem His people, to make 
them not simply servants, but sons of God, that we “might serve 
Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him, all the 
days of our life.” And at that time again God said: “Out of Egypt 
have | called My Son.”PTUK February 13, 1902, page 100.5 


Why was it necessary that the infant Jesus should be taken into 
Egypt at the time of the slaughter of the innocents by Herod? It was 
not alone to escape the decree of Herod, that Jesus was taken into 
Egypt; for that decree could have been easily escaped by a much 
shorter journey. This was done to teach all people for ever the deep 
spiritual lesson of the true deliverance from Egypt.PTUK February 
13, 1902, page 100.6 


Jesus came into the world to take the place of man, to be our 
substitute and surety. Mankind is overwhelmed in the darkness and 
bondage of sin—Egyptian darkness, a darkness that may be felt. 
He was made to be sin; upon Him was laid the iniquity of us all; He 
was numbered with the transgressors; He was made in all things 
like those who substitute He became.PTUK February 13, 1902, 
page 100.7 


Therefore He was take into Egypt, and was brought out again, “that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, 
saying, “Out of Egypt have | called my Son;” and that by this object 
lesson there might be emphasised anew, and for ever, the great 
lesson taught from of old to all people, the great truth that men 
become the sons of God only by their being called out of 
Egypt.PTUK February 13, 1902, page 100.8 


The Ten Commandments express the whole duty of man. All that 
ever a man can do, in deed, word, or thought, in righteousness, is 
covered by the Ten Commandments. All man’s service to God is in 
the keeping of this His Law. And when it was written of Christ, and it 
was fulfilled in Christ, as the Example of all mankind, that “out of 
Egypt have | called My Son,” this was simply speaking anew to all 
mankind the words which, that great day, God spoke from heaven, 
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as the preamble to the whole Ten Commandments and _ their 
keeping: “I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”PTUK February 13, 
1902, page 100.9 


This is the universal lesson: that no man can serve God, that no 
man can keep a single one of the Ten Commandments, except he 
is first delivered, by the power of God, from the darkness of Egypt, 
from the darkness of the shadow of death, from the realm and 
bondage of sin.PTUK February 13, 1902, page 100.10 


This is the lesson of the whole Bible. Look, for instance, at 
Ephesians 2:1-10: how men are dead in trespasses and sins, in the 
darkness of this world; walking according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the ruler of the 
darkness of this world (Ephesians 6:72), the spirit that works in the 
children of disobedience. But God, who is rich in mercy, has 
quickened us together with Christ, and has raised us up together 
with Him, to live and walk with Him. And this He did, not by our 
works, nor because of our works, but of His own mercy and grace; 
“for we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them.” Thus is the lesson taught, that no man can do good works 
except he is created unto it by the power of God.PTUK February 
13, 1902, page 100.11 


After men have been delivered from this present evil world, into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God, and are standing fast in the 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free,—the liberty by love to 
serve one another,—filled with the Spirit, so that all the fruits of the 
Spirit are shining in the life, reflecting the sunshine of 
righteousness,—only then it is that the generally considered 
practical things of the Christian life are enjoined.P7TUK February 13, 
1902, page 100.12 


Why is this? It is the same universal, divine lesson, that no man can 
do good works, no man can possibly do the practical things of the 
Christian life,” who has not first the Christian life as a practical thing. 
And, therefore, it is made perfectly plain that deliverance from the 
darkness and bondage of sin; the finding of the sonship of God; the 





ability to stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free; the receiving of the fulness of the Spirit of God in the life, 
—these things are the practical things of Christianity, equally with 
the others. Indeed, in a sense these are the more practical things; 
because so certainly must these precede the others that, without 
these, the other practical things of the Christian life can never be 
seen at all. PTUK February 13, 1902, page 100.13 


Therefore when, from Mount Sinai, God would speak, with a voice 
that shook the earth, the practical things of the life of man, He 
spoke first of all this original practical thing of the life of man— 
deliverance from the realm and bondage of sin;—P7TUK February 
13, 1902, page 100.14 


“| am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” Exodus 20:2.PTUK February 
13, 1902, page 101.1 


“Thou shalt have no other gods before Me."PTUK February 13, 
1902, page 101.2 


Yet this is not the preamble of only the first commandment, but of 
the whole law. And since, when He sent His only begotten Son to 
redeem us indeed, He renewed and emphasised this preliminary 
thought, in the words, “Out of Egypt have | called My Son,” it is as if 
this were the preamble and the whole law. And all of it—the 
preamble and the whole law—is expressed in the great thought of 
the Third Angel’s Message: “Here are they that keep the 
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Revelation 
14:12.PTUK February 13, 1902, page 101.3 


A. T. JONES. 





February 20, 1902 


“The First Commandment. Deliverance from the God of This World” The 
Present Truth 18, 8, p. 119. 


ATJ 


“| AM the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.P TUK February 20, 1902, page 
119.1 


“Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.” Exodus 20:2, 3.PTUK 
February 20, 1902, page 119.2 


What is it to have other gods before the Lord? Since to truly have 
Him alone, is to love Him with all the heart, and all the soul, and all 
the mind, and all the strength, then, plainly enough, it follows that 
anything by which any part of the heart, any part of the soul, any 
part of the mind, or any portion of the strength, is turned from God, 
is devoted to anything other than to God, is, in itself, to have 
another god than the Lord. And all this is what is forbidden in the 
First Commandment: “Thou shalt have no other gods before 
Me.”PTUK February 20, 1902, page 119.3 


It is important, therefore, to notice the gods which the Lord points 
out as the principal ones that it is natural for men to have before the 
Lord.PTUK February 20, 1902, page 119.4 


One of these, if not the chief one, is “the world.” For it is written: 
“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” 7 John 
2:15. And, “Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity 
with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the 
enemy of God.” James 4:14.PTUK February 20, 1902, page 119.5 


The reason of this is that “the world” itself has a god. And “the god 
of this world” is “the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience,” and is, in fact, Satan himself. Friendship of the 
world, therefore, is of the spirit of the world; it is fellowship with the 
spirit of Satan. And this is why it “is enmity with God.” Note, the 
Word does not say that the friendship of the world is at enmity with 
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God, but that it is itself “enmity with God.” And this is because it is 
of the very spirit of him who is the god of this world.PT UK February 
20, 1902, page 119.6 


This is made plain in another text: “The whole world lieth in the evil 
one.” 7 John 5:19, R.V. It is true, as our King James version 
renders it, that “the whole world lieth in wickedness,” lieth in evil; but 
this is so because the whole world lieth in the wicked one, in the evil 
one. And the thought expressed here in the word “lieth” is “to lie at 
ease continually.” PTUK February 20, 1902, page 119.7 


Plainly, then, a person who has friendship, and is in fellowship, with 
that which lies at perfect ease, and is content continually so to lie, in 
the evil one, is of the same spirit; and that can be only the spirit of 
the evil one, and, therefore, is of itself “enmity with God.” And one 
thus so in friendship with the evil one, who is the fixed and continual 
enemy of God, makes himself thereby “the enemy of God.”PTUK 
February 20, 1902, page 119.8 


This spirit of enmity is described in another place: “The carnal mind 
is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be.” Romans 8:7. It can not be subject to the law of 
God, because it is of the very mind and spirit of Satan, who is the 
decided enemy of God.PTUK February 20, 1902, page 119.9 


But thanks be to God, there is deliverance from this enmity; there is 
deliverance from this present evil world. For Christ Jesus “is our 
peace, who hath made both [God and man] one [who had been 
separated by this enmity], and hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us; having abolished in His flesh the enmity.... for 
to make in himself of twain [God and man] one new man, so making 
peace.” Ephesians 2:14, 15.PTUK February 20, 1902, page 119.10 


Therefore, though that enmity can not be subject to the law of God, 
in Christ every soul can find it completely abolished. Though such a 
spirit is enmity with God, in Christ every soul can find that spirit 
completely driven out, and himself made on with God, having not 
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God, that he may 
know not the things of the world, but “the things that are freely given 
to us of God.” Therefore, for a man to love the world, or to have 
friendship for the world, is for him to have the world as his god. And 
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that is, in reality, to have the god of this world as his god; it is to do 
service to the evil one as his god.P7UK February 20, 1902, page 
119.11 


And so, when the god of this world, the evil one, had shown to 
Christ “all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them,” and 
had offered them to Him, Christ could have them only on the 
condition that He would “fall down and worship” the evil one. And 
these are the only terms upon which anybody in the world can ever 
have the kingdoms of this world and the glory of them, or the things 
of this world and the glory of them. “For, all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the Father, but is of the world.,P7TUK February 20, 1902, page 
119.12 


Christ’s answer to that whole thought, for Himself and all who are 
His forever, is: “Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.” Matthew 
4:10.PTUK February 20, 1902, page 119.13 


And when Jesus had taken this stand against all the world, against 
all that is of the world, against all worldliness, and all the spirit that 
is of the world, and for God only, “then the devil leaveth Him, and, 
behold, angels came and ministered unto Him.” Verse 77. And so 
shall it be forever with every one who, in the faith of Christ, takes 
his stand as did Christ. PTUK February 20, 1902, page 119.14 


Thus utter separation from the world and from all that is of the world 
—nothing less than this—is the keeping of the First Commandment. 
“Ye are not of the world, but | have chosen you out of the world.” 
“They are not of the world, even as | am not of the world.”P7TUK 
February 20, 1902, page 119.15 


Deliverance from the world—this is the way to the keeping of the 
Commandments of God. And Christ “gave Himself for our sins that 
He might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will 
of God.” PTUK February 20, 1902, page 119.16 


Deliverance from sin is deliverance from the world. Deliverance 
from the world is deliverance from sin. This is the way to the 
keeping of the Commandments of God and the faith of Jesus P7TUK 
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February 20, 1902, page 119.17 


“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.”PTUK February 20, 
1902, page 119.18 


Who would have other gods?P7UK February 20, 1902, page 
119.19 


A. T. JONES. 
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February 27, 1902 


“The First Commandment. The Lust of the Flesh” The Present Truth 18, 9, 
p. 132. 


ATJ 


“| AM the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.P TUK February 27, 1902, page 
132.1 


“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” Exodus 20:2, 3.PTUK 
February 27, 1902, page 132.2 


We have seen that, for any one to have this world, or anything that 
is of this world, is to have another god before the Lord. And this 
other god is “the god of this world,” the “spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience,” which is Satan.PTUK February 27, 
1902, page 132.3 


But Christ came to “bring us to God.” And this is the whole work of 
the preaching of the Gospel; for it is written: “Delivering thee from 
the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now | send thee, to 
open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that 
is in me.” Acts 26:17, 18.PTUK February 27, 1902, page 132.4 


Now “the world” is divided into three parts—‘“the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.” And under one or all of these 
three heads is idolatry manifested. We shall study them one by one 
as they are written.PTUK February 27, 1902, page 132.5 


First: “the lust of the flesh’—appetite, or intemperance. This is 
specifically defined as a god; for it is written: “For many walk, of 
whom | have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that 
they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is 
destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their 
shame, who mind earthly things.” Philippians 3:18, 19.PTUK 
February 27, 1902, page 132.6 
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Temperance is_ self-control,—not merely the control of one 
particular part of the man, self-control in one particular thing,—it is 
the control of self, the very being, the whole man. But this can never 
be done by the man himself; for the man himself is already subject 
to the control of “the god of this world,” the evil one. This control 
was gained by the evil one, in the garden, and through appetite, this 
very “lust of the flesh.” Since man is thus the subject of “the god of 
this world,” a slave, “sold under sin,” it is impossible for him of 
himself to clear himself of that power to which he surrendered 
himself. PTUK February 27, 1902, page 132.7 


But there is deliverance by the power of God, the true God, the 
living God, the rightful God of man. God can set free every man, 
from all the power of “the god of this world;” and it is only thus that 
any man can ever gain control of himself. It is only thus that any 
man can attain to true self-control, to true temperance.P7UK 
February 27, 1902, page 132.8 


The heart of man is the place of the seat of God in things pertaining 
to the man; for “the kingdom of God is within you.” The kingdom of 
the heart and life of man belongs to God: it is alone His dominion. 
Through the deception of man this kingdom has been usurped by 
“the god of this world.” This was done at the choice of man. At the 
choice of man, God, the true God, will return to His kingdom, and 
will take His place upon His throne in that kingdom, and will there 
rule and reign in righteousness, “even the righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that 
believe: for there is no difference.” Romans 3:22.PTUK February 
27, 1902, page 132.9 


Therefore the whole question of having other gods, or the true God 
alone, turns simply upon the one question: Who has the heart? 
Therefore it is written: “Keep thy heart above all keeping; for out of it 
are the issues of life.” Proverbs 4:23, margin.PTUK February 27, 
1902, page 132.10 


Since, then, it is only by the power of God that any man can ever 
truly have control of himself, can be truly master of himself, it 
follows, inevitably, that the use of anything which has a tendency to 
take control of the man, to deprive the man of the control of himself; 
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anything the use of which creates a habit which must be satisfied, 
and demands that it shall be served,—that is the having of another 
god. The man who has thus surrendered himself, and is thus 
controlled, is of those whom the scripture describes, “whose god is 
their belly." PTUK February 27, 1902, page 132.11 


This principle is expressed in the scripture: “All things are lawful 
unto me, ... but | will not be brought under the power of any.” 7 
Corinthians 6:12. Anything, therefore, which has a tendency to bring 
man under its power is the indulgence of idolatry: it is to have 
another god before the Lord.PTUK February 27, 1902, page 132.12 


Now not only the tendency, but the positive effect of all stimulants 
and narcotics, is to take control of the man who uses them. The 
only effect of any of these things is to create an appetite for itself,— 
an appetite that must be served at whatever cost,—and thus to rob 
the individual of all control of himself. Also it makes him not only a 
slave to that particular habit, but so weakens him that in other 
things he can not control himself. And “from tear to hasheesh we 
have, through hops, alcohol, tobacco, and opium, a sort of 
graduated scale of intoxicants, which stimulate in small doses, and 
narcotize in larger. The physiological action of all these agents 
gradually shades into each other; all producing, or being capable of 
producing, consecutive paralysis of the various parts of the nervous 
system.”—Encyclopedia_ Britannica, Art, “Drunkenness.PTUK 
February 27, 1902, page 132.13 


Thus the First Commandment is the basis of all true temperance; 
and the keeping of that commandment and the faith of Jesus, is the 
only way to true temperance.P7UK February 27, 1902, page 132.14 
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March 6, 1902 


“The First Commandment. The Lust of the Eyes” The Present Truth 18, 10, 
pp. 148, 149. 


ATJ 


THE FIRST COMMANDMENT 


THE second of the three forms under which “the world” is 
embraced, and idolatry manifested, is—P7TUK March 6, 1902, page 
148.1 


“The lust of the eyes.”P TUK March 6, 1902, page 148.2 


The lust of the eyes can be summed up in one word, vanity; and 
vanity is simply love of display. Something is put on ourselves, or 
that which is ours, merely for display, to attract the attention and 
excite the lust of the eyes of others, and cause them to envy our 
condition. PTUK March 6, 1902, page 148.3 


Further, on our own part, this idolatry is indulged in our seeing 
something that somebody else has, and not being content until we 
have imitated him by obtaining for ourselves a like thing.P7UK 
March 6, 1902, page 148.4 


That which we see with others may be perfectly proper, and strictly 
becoming, to them; yet, when imitated by us, it may be altogether 
improper, and unbecoming in itself, besides our indulging idolatry in 
the use of it. Because, if our eyes had not seen that particular thing, 
no thought of our own, and no need of our life, would ever have 
suggested that we should have it. The only reason of our having it 
being solely that our eyes saw it in possession of some other one, 
the possession of it by us is sheer idolatry in the lust of the 
eyes.PTUK March 6, 1902, page 148.5 


This principle of idolatry is expressed in the one word, the worldly 
word, “fashion.” The world spends time in inventing particular styles 
of dress, or whatever else may be a part of the living. The world is 
expected to follow, and expects to follow, the fashion set by the 
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world.PTUK March 6, 1902, page 148.6 


God has made no two persons alike. He has made each person 
with characteristics which single him out distinctly from all others in 
the universe. This is for a purpose. We are created for the glory of 
God; that is, the purpose of our creation is that each one, in the 
characteristics which make him himself alone, distinct from all 
others in the universe, shall be a means of making God manifest,— 
of reflecting a ray of the light of God, in a way that no other can 
possibly do, that by each one God shall be manifested as not by 
any other one. And, in order that this shall be so, it is essential that 
each one shall be joined only to God, and this with all his heart, and 
all his soul, and all his mind, and all his strength—the whole 
being.PTUK March 6, 1902, page 148.7 


This principle is expressed in the parable of the talents in Matthew 
25. When the master took his journey into a far country, and 
delivered to his servants his goods,—to one five talents, to another 
two, and to another one, he gave “to every man according to his 
several [individual; not common to two or more; separate, particular] 
ability.” And from the master, at His returning and reckoning, each 
one receives according as he has used the gift of God, according to 
this “several ability." P7UK March 6, 1902, page 148.8 


No one is to use, indeed no one can use, this gift of God in imitation 
of others. To attempt to use it in imitation of others is to separate 
from God, and put others in His place; it is to have other gods 
before the Lord; it is idolatry. PTUK March 6, 1902, page 149.1 


There are desires of the flesh which are not lusts of the flesh, in the 
wrong sense. While we are in this world, it will be necessary for us 
to eat and to drink—not to make a god of the belly, not for the 
satisfaction of appetite, not for the lust of the flesh, but for fhe glory 
of God. Those who serve God in the keeping of the First 
Commandment eat and drink that which, in every respect, enables 
them best to discern what is the will of God, and how best to serve 
Him according to that will.P7UK March 6, 1902, page 149.2 


While we are in the world, it will be essential to clothe ourselves— 
not to please the world; not to conform to some silly style that our 
eyes see, which is altogether of the world, and which we ourselves 
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would never think of it our eyes had not seen it as displayed by the 
world—not that; but the glory of God.PTUK March 6, 1902, page 
149.3 


It is proper, indeed it is essential, to our glorifying God, that we shall 
dress neatly; that we shall wear as good clothing as we honestly 
can; that it shall be made to fit us becomingly, that is, that it shall 
conform strictly to our own individuality; that it shall be a proper 
expression of our own several selves, as God has made us. But to 
imitate the dress of others, to put something on ourselves simply 
because we have seen it on others, to adopt a style for ourselves 
which we have seen adopted by others,—all this is of the lust of the 
eyes; all this is not of the Father, but is of the world; it is 
idolatry. PTUK March 6, 1902, page 149.4 


A long coat is strictly becoming to a long man, but not at all so toa 
short man. A high collar is entirely proper for a man who has a long 
neck; but for a man with a short neck to wear a collar so high that it 
throws up his head as if he were constantly gazing at the moon, is 
not at all proper. A blue dress, or one of some other color, may be 
exactly becoming to the one whom you saw wearing it; but it may 
be the last color in the world that you should wear in a dress.PTUK 
March 6, 1902, page 149.5 


Now, all this imitating of others, all following of fashion, is but the 
lust of the eyes, is of the world, and is idolatry. PTUK March 6, 1902, 
page 149.6 


Ask God what He will have you do. It can never be a proper 
question with you, as to whether anybody else in the wide universe 
does it. You are to glorify God, not others.PTUK March 6, 1902, 
page 149.7 


Study, in the fear of God, your own self as the workmanship of God; 
and study, in the fear of God, asking Him only what you shall wear, 
what you shall eat, what you shall drink, what you shall do, that 
shall most fully glorify Him, that shall most fully represent the talent 
which He has given you to be used for Him only, according to your 
“several ability.,PTUK March 6, 1902, page 149.8 


A. T. JONES. 
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March 13, 1902 


“The First Commandment. The Pride of Life” The Present Truth 18, 11, pp. 
163, 164. 


ATJ 


“THE PRIDE OF LIFE. 


ANOTHER phase of the worship of “the god of this world,” included 
in “the pride of life,” is the worship of Mammon, or riches. And this is 
not by any means least, though it is the last one in the list. For is it 
not written, “The love of money is the root of all evil’? P7UK March 
13, 1902, page 163.1 


There is nothing that gives worldly glory so quickly, so easily, and 
so abundantly as money; and there is nothing that gives power so 
quickly and so easily as does money. All this, simply because 
Mammon is such a familiar deity to mankind, because mankind is 
naturally so worshipful of Mammon. And yet it is all idolatry; it is all 
a denial of the true God; it is a breaking of the First Commandment, 
which says, “Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.” For, says 
Jesus: “Yet can not,“—not, Ye ought not; not, Ye should not; but, 
—“Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.’PTUK March 13, 1902, 
page 163.2 


Since the true worship of God is to love God with all the heart, and 
all the soul, and all the mind, and all the strength; and anything that 
draw away either the heart, soul, mind, or strength to it, and comes 
between man and the true worship of God, is another god; so the 
allowing of money, the desire for money, the love of money, to 
come between a man and his true service to God, is the worship of 
Mammon. And to allow the desire for money, the love of money, to 
separate a man from true Christian thoughtfulness, and care of 
mankind temporally and eternally, is the worship of Mammon; it is to 
have another god than the Lord; it is to break the First 
Commandment.PTUK March 13, 1902, page 163.3 


The distinction may be clearly drawn by saying that the keeping of 
the First Commandment is the being right, and doing right, with no 
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thought whatever, at any time, as to what it will cost. No amount of 
money can ever have any consideration whatever in any question 
of serving God; in any question of loving God with all the heart, or 
our neighbor as ourself. And yet everybody knows that “What will it 
cost?” does have a positive bearing with the vast majority, even of 
professed Christian people, upon the exercise of their love to God 
with all the heart, and their neighbour as themselves.P7TUK March 
13, 1902, page 163.4 


But to allow this question to have any bearing whatever is the 
worldly way. It is not of the Father, but of the world. For with the 
world the first question is always, “What will it cost?” “How much 
can | make?” In all the dealing, all the traffic of business 
relationship, in the world, the way of the world, and the inquiry of 
the world, is only, “How much can | make?” And if more can be 
made by oppressing the neighbour, the oppression takes 
precedence of the love of the neighbour; and the neighbour is 
deliberately robbed.PTUK March 13, 1902, page 163.5 


If a neighbour begins business of the same order as that of a man 
who has already begun, he is deliberately underbidden, undersold, 
that, if possible, he may be crowded completely out of the business, 
in order that the first one may be left alone, to have all, in order that 
he alone may be rich, and have the worldly glory of his little 
kingdom of the crossroads. And those that have succeeded most 
fully at this, form gigantic combinations to crush out, or absorb, all 
lesser ones, until there remains but one vast combination drawing 
tribute from all the people in the nations, and even of the whole 
world.PTUK March 13, 1902, page 163.6 


9 66 


But God has written of it all that “he is a proud man” “who enlargeth 
his desire as hell, and is as death, and can not be satisfied, but 
gathered unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all people;” 
“that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, that he may set 
his nest on high, that he may be delivered from the power of evil.” 
But “shall not all these take up a parable against him, and a 
taunting proverb against him, and say, Woe to him that increaseth 
that which is not his? how long?” “Shall they not rise up suddenly 
that shall bite thee, and awake that shall vex thee, and thou shalt be 
for booties unto them? Because thou hast spoiled many nations, all 
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the remnant of the people shall spoil thee.” Habakkuk 2:5-9.PTUK 
March 13, 1902, page 163.7 


This is all “the pride of life,” which is not of the Father, but is of the 
world. It is all Mammon worship. And since the literal, original 
meaning of the word “mammon’” is “that in which one trusts,” it is 
particularly appropriate that these various combinations, which 
crush out all individuality and demand tribute of all peoples, should 
be called “trusts."PTUK March 13, 1902, page 163.8 


Yet the most gigantic of the “trusts” is but the extreme of that trick of 
trade held by the individual, by which, to get the trade, he 
undersells and crowds out the man across the way.PTUK March 
13, 1902, page 163.9 


The most gigantic “trust” is but the extreme of that trick in trade by 
which the individual or the little partnership or corporation asks 
more for a thing when there is no competition than would be asked 
if there were competition. Whosoever, without competition, 
demands a greater price than he knows that he would take if there 
were competition, is an exactor of unjust gain. And “he that by usury 
and unjust gain increases his substance, he shall gather it for him 
that will pity the poor.” Proverbs 28:8.PTUK March 13, 1902, page 
163.10 


The most gigantic “trust” is but the extreme of that trick in trade on 
the part of the individual, by which, through his beating down, or 
“jewing,” he tries his best to get a thing for less than he knows that it 
is worth. “It is naught, it is naught, saith the buyer: but when he is 
gone his way, then he boasteth.” Proverbs 20:14.PTUK March 13, 
1902, page 163.11 


The organiser or the president of the “trust? who boasts in his 
enormous gains is no more an idolater and a sinner in this thing 
than is the individual who, in his degree, and to the extent of his 
power, does the same thing precisely. If he had the ability, or the 
power, of the organiser or the president of the “trust,” he would be 
doing precisely the same things that he is doing now, only in the 
larger measure that would be his, as the head of a mighty 
corporation. And so certainly is it true, as written, “In the world, the 
god of traffic is the god of fraud."PTUK March 13, 1902, page 
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163.12 


All such is but the worship of Mammon; it is idolatry; it is to have 
another god before the Lord; it is not of the Father, but is of the 
world; it is neither loving God with all the heart nor the neighbor as 
the self. “If | have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, 
Thou art my confidence; if | rejoiced because my wealth was great, 
and because mine hand had gotten much; ... this also were an 
iniquity to be punished by the judge: for | should have denied the 
God that is above.” And this equally and as really as if | were a 
worshipper of the sun and the moon. Job 31:24-29.PTUK March 13, 
1902, page 163.13 


There is a better way: it is the way of the keeping of the 
commandments of God: “Thou shalt have no other gods before 
Me.” It is the way of Christianity: “All things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them.” You know that 
you do not like to have a man work a scheme upon you, by which 
he requires you to pay for a thing more than he would take for it if 
there were competition. You know that you would not like to have 
people beat you down to take for a thing less than you know that it 
is worth. Put yourself in the other man’s place—and stay there. 
Look at things from his side, and continue to do so. “Look not every 
man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.” 
This is Christianity; it is the keeping of the First Commandment. 
Yea, it is the keeping of all “the law and the prophets.”P TUK March 
13, 1902, page 163.14 


Nor is it hard to do this. It is the easiest thing in the world for him 
who has the heart to do it. And God gives the heart to do it; as it is 
written: “A new heart also will | give you, and a new spirit will | put 
within you.”P TUK March 13, 1902, page 164.1 


“| am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” “Out of Egypt have | called my 
Son.” “Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.” A. T. 
JONES.PTUK March 13, 1902, page 164.2 
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March 20, 1902 
“The Second Commandment” The Present Truth 18, 12, p. 179. 


ATJ 


“| AM the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.PTUK March 20, 1902, page 
179.1 


“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness 
of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, nor serve them: for | the Lord thy God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate me; and showing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments.” Exodus 20:2, 4-6.PTUK March 20, 1902, page 
179.2 


The First Commandment forbids the having of any other god than 
the Lord; and so calls upon all to have God alone, and Him with all 
the heart, and all the soul, and all the mind, and all the 
strength.PTUK March 20, 1902, page 179.3 


Thus the First Commandment requires all creatures to worship only 
the true God; and the Second Commandment forbids the 
worshiping of Him in any but the true way.PTUK March 20, 1902, 
page 179.4 


The First Commandment forbids the having of any false gods; the 
Second Commandment forbids the having of the true God in a false 
way.PTUK March 20, 1902, page 179.5 


It is thus forbidden to worship God, or to think of Him, under any 
form or representation of any kind whatever. This is made clear by 
the word of the Lord in the fourth chapter of Deuteronomy. Having 
described how God came down upon Mount Sinai and spoke to the 
people out of the midst of the fire, declaring the Ten 
Commandments, it is remarked especially: “Ye heard the voice of 
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the words, but saw no similitude.,.PTUK March 20, 1902, page 
179.6 


It is not suggested that there was no similitude there. There were 
similitudes: multitudes of the host of heavenly angels were there; 
four-winged and four-faced cherubim were there; six-winged bright 
seraphim were there; Christ was there; and the glory of God, which 
was like devouring fire, was there.PTUK March 20, 1902, page 
179.7 


But all this glory, and all these similitudes, were completely hidden 
from any eye of man by the “blackness, and darkness, and tempest: 
that enveloped the whole mount. For “Mount Sinai was altogether 
on a smoke;” and “the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a 
furnace,” which formed a “thick cloud upon the mount,” a cloud of 
“thick darkness;” and the voice of God was heard “out of the midst 
of the darkness.”PTUK March 20, 1902, page 179.8 


Now, why was it that this wonderful scene of glory, even the 
brightness of the glory itself, was so completely hidden from the 
eyes of the people? Here is the answer: “Ye saw no manner of 
similitude on the day that the Lord spake unto you in Horeb out of 
the midst of the fire: Jest ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a 
graven image, the similitude of any figure, the likeness of male or 
female, the likeness of any beast that is on the earth, the likeness of 
any winged fowl that flieth in the air, the likeness of anything that 
creepeth on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the waters 
beneath the earth: and lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and 
when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the 
host of heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve 
them.” Deuteronomy 4:15-19.PTUK March 20, 1902, page 179.9 


If the people had been allowed that day to see any similitude, or 
any figure, on Sinai, they would inevitably have formed a likeness of 
it, as a means of their worshipping God. If they could have seen but 
the wings of the cherubim or seraphim, they would have used 
winged creatures, or the likeness of them, as a means of their 
worshipping God. And even though they had seen no figure or 
similitude, yet if only they had seen the brightness of the glory, then 
they would have employed the brightness of the glory, then they 
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would have employed the brightness of the sun or the moon, or the 
stars, as symbols, representations, by which they would offer 
worship to the true God.PTUK March 20, 1902, page 179.10 


Nor would they have taken these representations which they would 
have made as of themselves gods, so as to worship the images or 
representations themselves; but would have used them as visible 
symbols, as aids in fixing their attention upon God, the better and 
more exactly to worship Him. And they would have claimed all the 
time that, in this, they were worshipping the true God, and that such 
worship was true worship of God.PTUK March 20, 1902, page 
179.11 


But all such idea as this, even all possibility of such idea, was 
utterly excluded by the Lord himself, in enveloping the whole grand 
array and glorious scene in impenetrable darkness. And then, by 
this fact, and in telling them why He did it, He gave His own clear 
interpretation of His own Second Commandment, and the plainest 
possible instruction to men as to how to observe it. In this the Lord 
Himself has given, in the plainest and most forcible way, instruction 
to all people, that in the worship of God no conceivable form or 
similitude can be used in any way, or to any extent whatever. And 
thus there was said at Sinai precisely what Jesus said to the 
woman at the well, neither more nor less: that “God is Spirit: and 
they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth."PTUK 
March 20, 1902, page 179.12 


God is Spirit, and is to be only spiritually discerned, and, therefore, 
can be worshipped only in spirit and in truth.P7UK March 20, 1902, 
page 179.13 


He can be worshipped only in truth as in spirit, because it is only by 
His word, which is the truth, that men can know what is true and 
acceptable worship. No man can know God except by revelation; 
and God must be worshipped strictly according to His own 
revelation: otherwise He is not worshipped at all.P7UK March 20, 
1902, page 179.14 


This will be further considered next week.PTUK March 20, 1902, 
page 179.15 





23 


A. T. JONES. 
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March 27, 1902 


“The Second Commandment. Image Worship” The Present Truth 18, 13, pp. 
197, 198. 


ATJ 


WE have seen that no similitude or likeness was seen on Sinai 
when God spoke His law, though there were many similitudes and 
likenesses there. We have seen that this was so, especially “lest ye 
corrupt yourselves, and make you a graven image” or likeness. And 
thus in the Second Commandment there is forbidden, in the 
worship of God, the use of any similitude or likeness of any kind in 
any way whatever.PTUK March 27, 1902, page 197.1 


Yet there are a great number of professed Christians who use 
images, similitudes, and likenesses in abundance in their professed 
worship of God. This is worth inquiring into.PTUK March 27, 1902, 
page 197.2 


“This first introduction of a symbolic worship was in the veneration 
of the cross and of relics."—Gibbons. |In “honour” of Christ and the 
martyrs.PTUK March 27, 1902, page 197.3 


And the first introduction of the cross as a visible symbol was by 
Constantine, and in the midst of that flood of evil that made the 
papacy.PTUK March 27, 1902, page 197.4 


It is true that the sign of the cross was used as early as the days of 
Tertullian; but it was only a sign, made with a motion of the hand 
upon the forehead or breast.PTUK March 27, 1902, page 197.5 


Constantine enlarged upon this by the introduction of the visible 
cross itself: in the Labarum. He erected in Rome his own statue, 
“pearing a cross in its right hand, with an inscription which referred 
the victory of his arms and the deliverance of Rome to that salutary 
sign, the true symbol of force and courage.PTUK March 27, 1902, 
page 197.6 


“The same symbol sanctified the arms of the soldiers of 
Constantine; the cross glittered on their helmets, was engraved on 
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their shields, was interwoven into their banners; and _ the 
consecrated emblems which adorned the person of the emperor 
himself were distinguished only by richer materials and more 
exquisite workmanship.”PTUK March 27, 1902, page 197.7 


The Labarum was “a long pike intersected by a transversal beam,” 
forming a cross. “The silken veil which hung down from the beam 
was curiously inwrought with the images of the reigning monarch 
and his children. The summit of the pike supported a crown of gold, 
which inclosed the mysterious monogram, at once expressive of the 
figure of the cross and the initial letters of the name of Christ."PTUK 
March 27, 1902, page 197.8 


The basis of all this was the fiction and the imposture of 
Constantine’s “vision of the cross.” And from it “the Catholic Church, 
both of the East and of the West, has adopted a prodigy which 
favors, or seems to favor, the popular worship of the cross.” PTUK 
March 27, 1902, page 197.9 


Under Constantine’s patronage also, “magnificent churches were 
erected by the emperor in Rome, adorned withimages and 
pictures, where the bishop sat on a lofty throne, encircled by inferior 
priests, and performing rites borrowed from the splendid ceremonial 
of the pagan temple.’-—Lawrence.PTUK March 27, 1902, page 
197.10 


Pictures were used first. The introduction of these pictures was 
made under the plea that they were useful to instruct the ignorant, 
to awaken the cold, and to gratify the prejudices of the heathen 
proselytes. What some person imagined and produced as a picture 
of Christ, would be painted on the wall or window; and these people 
would gaze upon that, and sail away upon a sea of their own 
imagination. In this they thought they were contemplating Christ, 
and honoring Him, and indeed worshipping Him. But it was as sheer 
idolatry as ever was. They were only worshipping themselves, in 
their own imaginings. Never yet has there been made a picture of 
Christ. All that ever pretended to be such are only idolatrous 
imaginings.PTUK March 27, 1902, page 197.11 


Soon images were set up along with the pictures, and thus “by a 
slow, though inevitable, progression, the honors of the original were 
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transferred to the copy; the devout Christian prayed before the 
image of a saint; and the pagan rites of genuflexion, luminiaries, 
and incense again stole into the Catholic Church. The scruples of 
reaon or piety were silenced by the strong evidence of visions and 
miracles; and the pictures which speak, and move, and bleed, must 
be endowed with a divine energy, and may be considered as the 
proper objects of religious adoration.” PTUK March 27, 1902, page 
198.1 


And thus “the use and even the worship of images was firmly 
established before the end of the sixth century [before A.D. 600]; 
they were fondly cherished by the warm imagination of the Greeks 
and Asiatics; the pantheon and Vatican were adorned with the 
emblems of a new superstition.... The style and sentiments of a 
Byzantine hymn will declare how far their worship was removed 
from the grossest idolatry: ‘How can we with mortal eyes 
contemplate this image, whose celestial splendour the host of 
heaven presumes not to behold? He who dwells in heaven 
condescends this day to visit us by His venerable image. He who is 
seated on the cherubim visits us this day by a picture which the 
Father has delineated with His immaculate hand; which He has 
formed in an ineffable manner; and which we sanctify by adoring it 
with fear and love.” —Gibbon.PTUK March 27, 1902, page 198.2 


This will be followed further next week.P TUK March 27, 1902, page 
198.3 


A. T. JONES. 
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April 3, 1902 


“The Establishment of Image Worship. The Second Commandment” The 
Present Truth 18, 14, pp. 214, 215. 


ATJ 


THE SECOND COMMANDMENT 


“| AM the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.P TUK April 3, 1902, page 214.1 


“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness 
of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, nor serve them: for | the Lord thy God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate me; and showing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments.”PTUK April 3, 1902, page 214.2 


From the days of Constantine to the end of the sixth century image 
worship had become universally established in the Catholic Church. 
Thus stood Catholic idolatry when, early in the seventh century, the 
Mohammedans swarmed up from the deserts of Arabia, executing 
judgment upon the “idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, 
and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk.” Revelation 
9:20.PTUK April 3, 1902, page 214.3 


“The triumphant Mussulmans, who reigned at Damascus and 
threatened Constantinople, cast into the scale of reproach the 
accumulated weight of truth and victory. The cities Syria, Palestine, 
and Egypt had been fortified with the images of Christ, His mother, 
and His saints; and each city presumed on the hope or promise of 
miraculous defence.PTUK April 3, 1902, page 214.4 


“In the rapid contest of ten years, the Arabs subdued those cities 
and these images; and, in their opinion, the Lord of hosts 
pronounced a decisive judgment between the adoration and 
contempt of these mute and inanimate idols. In this season of 
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distress and dismay the eloquence of the monks was exercised in 
the defense of images.’—Gibbon.PTUK April 3, 1902, page 214.5 


Under the influence of the charge of idolatry, which the 
Mohammedans incessantly urged against the Catholics, some 
began to awake to the thought that perhaps the charge was true, 
and strongly desired the reformation of the Church. Besides these 
there were scattered throughout Christendom true Christians who 
constantly opposed, with the word of God and the example of 
primitive times, the worship of images.PTUK April 3, 1902, page 
214.6 


In a hundred years these influences had become so strong that 
Emperor Leo the Isaurian, in 727, took his stand, and issued an 
edict, against the worship of images. Opposition to this movement 
of the emperor’s caused the famous Iconoclastic Controversy, 
between the worshipers and the breakers of the images, which 
continued with bloody and unabated fury for one hundred and 
twenty years,—726-846,—and which finally resulted in the triumph 
of the worship of images, and the “religion of Constantine.”P TUK 
April 3, 1902, page 214.7 


The Emperor ordered the images to be broken to pieces, the walls 
of the churches to be whitewashed, and prosecuted with honest but 
imprudent vigour his design of extirpating idolatry. But a fierce 
dissension at once raged throughout all Christendom: the monks 
and the people arose in defence of their images and pictures, and 
the emperor, even in his own capital, was denounced as a heretic 
and a tyrant.PTUK April 3, 1902, page 214.8 


There was an image of the Saviour, renowned for its miraculous 
powers, over the gate of the imperial palace called the Brazen 
Gate, from the rich tiles of gilt bronze that covered its magnificent 
vestibule. The emperor ordered the sacred figure to be taken down 
and broken to pieces. But the people from all parts of the city flew to 
the defense of their favorite idol, fell upon the officers, and put many 
of them to death.PTUK April 3, 1902, page 214.9 


“The women were even more violent than the men. Like furies they 
rushed to the spot, and, finding one of the soldiers engaged in the 
unhallowed labour at the top of the ladder, they pulled it down, and 
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tore him to pieces as he lay bruised upon the ground. ‘Thus,’ 
exclaims the pious annalist, ‘did the minister of the emperor’s 
injustice fall at once from the top of the ladder to the bottom of 
hell. PTUK April 3, 1902, page 214.10 


“The women next flew to the great church, and finding the 
iconoclastic patriarch officiating at the altar, overwhelmed him with 
a shower of stones and a thousand opprobrious names. He 
escaped, bruised and fainting, from the building. The guards were 
now called out, and the female insurrection was suppressed; but 
not until several of the women had perished in the fray.” P TUK April 
3, 1902, page 215.1 


“The execution of the imperial edicts was resisted by frequent 
tumults in Constantinople and the provinces; the person of Leo was 
endangered, his officers were massacred, and the popular 
enthusiasm was quelled by the strongest efforts of the civil and 
military power.”P TUK April 3, 1902, page 215.2 


In 728 the edict of the Eastern emperor abolishing the worship of 
images was published in Italy. The pope defended the images, of 
course, and “the Italians swore to live and die in defense of the 
pope and the holy images.” And thus there was begun a war which, 
in its nature and consequences, was in every sense characteristic 
of the papacy. It established the worship of images, as an article of 
Catholic faith; it developed the supremacy of the pope in temporal 
affairs. PTUK April 3, 1902, page 215.3 


When Leo’s decree against the worship of images was published in 
the West, “the images of Christ and the Virgin, of the angels, 
martyrs, and saints, were abolished in all the churches in Italy;” and 
the emperor threatened the pope that if he did not comply with the 
decree, he should be degraded and sent into exile. But the pope— 
Gregory Il—stood firmly for the worship of images, and sent 
pastoral letters throughout Italy, exhorting the faithful to do the 
same.PTUK April 3, 1902, page 215.4 


“At this signal, Ravenna, Venice, and the cities of the exarchate and 
Pentapolis adhered to the cause of religious images; their military 
force by sea and land consisted, for the most part, of the natives; 
and the spirit of patriotism and zeal was transfused into the 
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mercenary strangers. The Italians swore to live and die in the 
defense of the pope and the holy images.... The Greeks were 
overthrown and massacred, their leaders suffered an ignominious 
death, and the popes, however inclined to mercy, refused to 
intercede for these guilty victims.”P TUK April 3, 1902, page 215.5 


At Ravenna, A.D. 729, the riot and bloody strife was so great that 
even the exarch, the personal representative of the emperor, was 
slain. “To punish this flagitious deed, and restore his dominion it 
Italy, the emperor sent a fleet and army into the Adriatic Gulf. After 
suffering from the winds and the waves much loss and delay, the 
Greeks made their descent in the neighborhood of Ravenna.... Ina 
hard-fought day, as the two armies alternately yielded and 
advanced, a phantom was seen, a voice was heard, and Ravenna 
was victorious by the assurance of victory. The strangers retreated 
to their ships, but the populous seacoast poured forth a multitude of 
boats; the waters of the Po were so deeply infected with blood, that 
during six years the public prejudice abstained from the fish of the 
river; and the institution of an annual feast perpetuated the worship 
of images, and the abhorrence of the Greek tyrant. Amidst the 
triumph of the Catholic arms, the Roman pontiff convened a synod 
of ninety-three bishops against the heresy of the Iconoclasts. With 
their consent he pronounced a general excommunication against al/ 
who by word or deed should attack the traditions of the Fathers and 
the images of the saints."P TUK April 3, 1902, page 215.6 


A. T. JONES. 
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July 17, 1902 


“Mammon-Worship in Giving” The Present Truth 18, 29, pp. 450, 451. 


ATJ 


ONE method of manifesting idolatry in the worship of Mammon not 
often considered is in giving away the money that has been so 
obtained. There is just as much idolatry in giving away money that 
is obtained by idolatry, as there is in getting it by idolatry. Not all 
Mammon worshippers are misers: only a very few of them. Many of 
them are abundant givers; and these have just as much satisfaction 
in giving away the money as they had in getting it, because it is 
further indulgence of the same idolatry.PTUK July 17, 1902, page 
450.1 


The labouring man is oppressed and robbed in his wages; the poor 
man is oppressed and robbed in the increased prices; small dealers 
are oppressed and robbed or driven entirely out of business in order 
that a few in the great combinations may draw to themselves the 
tribute of all the people. And when that is done, they will make gifts 
of millions to colleges and universities, thousands to churches, 
hundreds of thousands to hospitals, thousands to churches, etc., 
etc.; and then further pride themselves upon the world’s idolatry of 
their “great benevolence.” But there is not a particle of benevolence 
in any gift that is thus made: it is sheer idolatry. PTUK July 17, 1902, 
page 450.2 


By the Lord, in perfect justice and righteousness, all our gifts are 
measured, and stand altogether upon the basis upon which we get 
the money.PTUK July 17, 1902, page 450.3 


We say it again; for it is applicable to people who are not 
millionaires, as truly as to those who are: All the value of our giving 
as measured by the Lord, in perfect justice and righteousness, rests 
altogether upon the basis upon which we make our money. If my 
money is not made honestly, not a penny that | ... gave away will ... 
to my credit; it cannot in righteousness; it cannot in justice. | robbed 
another man to get it; it is his still, and when | give it away, it is his 
money that | give away.PTUK July 17, 1902, page 450.4 
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And this is another reason why the two mites of the poor widow 
were more than all that the wealthy put in of their abundance. We 
know that the Mammon worshippers in Christ’s day were like the 
Mammon worshippers in this day; they would crowd down in the 
dealing when people were selling to them; and they would crowd up 
on the price when people were to buy of them, and thus at both 
ends they increased their gains. “It was this spirit that was 
manifested by the priests and temple officials in their gatherings for 
the Passover. Cattle were bought by the dignitaries, the moneyed 
men, who oppressed those whom they purchased. The 
representation was made to those owners out in the country, who 
had the cattle, the sheep, and the doves, and whoever had these to 
sell that these animals were to be offered as a sacrifice to God at 
the Passover, and thus urged, the owners sold them at a cheap 
price. Then those scheming men brought their purchases to the 
temple—purchases which meant double robbery—robbery of the 
men of whom they had purchased, and robbery of those who 
wished to sacrifice, to whom they were again sold at exorbitant 
prices.PTUK July 17, 1902, page 451.1 


And then they would put great offerings into the temple treasury of 
the Lord, and take credit to themselves of the Lord, and take credit 
to themselves because they gave so much to “the cause.” But that 
poor widow, who, because of these men who devoured widows’ 
houses and for a pretence made long prayers, was reduced to a 
pittance, in giving out of her love to the Lord what little she had left 
after she had passed through the devouring hands of these men, 
gave more than all the others together. Every particle of it was 
honest. Every particle of it came from honest effort. And that was a 
gift that measured according to righteousness in the sight of God. 
There is such a thing as honest dealing; and it can be practised in 
this world. And whatever means is not acquired in that way, how 
much soever of it may be given, it cannot be counted as the gift of 
him that gives it. It will be counted to those widows and the poor 
whom he has ground down to get it, to the labourers whose wages 
be ground down to the ... to increase or to possess his great 
gains.PTUK July 17, 1902, page 451.2 


This is why God says to the labourers, Be patient unto the coming 
of the Lord. The husbandman waiteth for the precious fruits of the 
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earth, and hath long patience for it. Be ye also patient; your labour 
is not in vain. God knows the just wages that you earn, and of just 
how much of it you are robbed. And in the day of reckoning He will 
reckon it to you in full justice and righteousness.PTUK July 17, 
1902, page 451.3 


Be ye patience. Serve God. “Obey in all things your masters 
according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in 
singleness of heart, fearing God: and whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing that of the Lord 
ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord 
Christ.”PTUK July 17, 1902, page 451.4 


In that day God will distribute justly all the rewards of labour. He is 
the righteous God. The Christian can cheerfully bear to be ground 
down, robbed, and oppressed; he can wait for the day of grand 
distribution in righteousness; for he knows that in that day he will 
receive all that his honest toil ever earned, and he shall have the 
eternal glory of it. Even though in this world some Mammon 
worshipper absorbed it, and made a great gift of it, and got the 
worldly fleeting glory of it; yet since from the beginning it belonged 
in righteousness to him who was defrauded of it, in righteousness it, 
with all the fruits of it, will be reckoned to him to whom in 
righteousness from the beginning it belonged.PTUK July 17, 1902, 
page 451.5 


This is the word and the message of God to the robbed, oppressed, 
and defrauded working men everywhere to-day, who are 
clamouring for a righteous distribution of the fruits of their labour: 
“Fear God, and keep His commandments.” No righteous distribution 
can be made by force and violence. In that way, an iniquitous and 
bad condition can only be made more iniquitous and worse. 
“Sanctify the Lord of hosts Himself; and let Him be your fear, and let 
Him be your dread. Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts; for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” Then shall every man receive his 
own reward according to his own labour.P TUK July 17, 1902, page 
451.6 


A. T. JONES. 
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August 21, 1902 


“Causes of Israel’s Captivity” The Present Truth 18, 34, pp. 531, 532. 


ATJ 


THERE is hardly any portion of the Bible story that receives less 
attention than that relating in the period of the restoration of Israel to 
their own land, from the captivity in Babylon. And yet there is hardly 
any portion of the Bible story that is more full of the very life and 
movement of God in human affairs; hardly any portion more full of 
valuable lessons. Indeed, there is no portion of the Bible story so 
full as is this of striking illustrations of how easily, how promptly, and 
how triumphantly, God can interpose with kings and powers in 
behalf of His cause and His people in the earth.PTUK August 21, 
1902, page 531.1 


The books of the Bible especially embraced in this Bible story are, 
Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. 
The period of the world covered in the narrative is about from B.C. 
536 to the crucifixion.PTUK August 21, 1902, page 531.2 


God had brought Israel out of Egypt, and, having separated them 
from all the nations, had placed them in the land of Canaan, “the 
glory of all lands,” to be the light of the world. The chief reason why 
He placed them in the land of Canaan—Palestine—is that then, and 
for ages afterward, that little country was the pivot of the world. 
Between Egypt and the eastern and northern nations there was 
then, and for ages afterward, constant intercourse, practically all of 
which necessarily passed through Palestine. Yet later, when the 
weight of empire passed to the west, still Palestine was the centre 
around which swirled the world’s affairs.?TUK August 21, 1902, 
page 531.3 


At that centre of the world’s great currents God set His people to be 
His light to all the nations, whose people by thus constantly passing 
and repassing through that land, should behold that blessed people 
and glorious land, and be led to say, “Surely this great nation is a 
wise and understanding people” (Deuteronomy 4:6); and thus be 
led to inquire for the source of this wisdom and understanding, this 
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prosperity and glory, and so find the true God, and turn from idolatry 
to the worship of Him. God intended that by His splendid presence 
abiding with them, His people should thus influence all the nations 
for good; and thus to carry on His fulfilment of His promise to 
Abraham, “In thee shall all nations be blessed.”PTUK August 21, 
1902, page 531.4 


Therefore, of Israel God had said, “Lo, the people shall dwell alone, 
and shall not be reckoned among the nations.” Numbers 23:9. But 
the people would not have it so. They exclaimed and insisted, 
“Make us a king,” “that we may be like all the nations.” 7 Samuel 
8:4-35. They had their way; they rejected God, and not only 
became “like all the nations,” but did “worse than the heathen” 
round them. And then, as with the nations that were in that land 
before them, the land could no longer endure them, and so much 
spew them out. They were carried captive to Babylon, and the land 
was left desolate that it might have rest from the sickening iniquities 
with which it had been afflicted. PTUK August 21, 1902, page 531.5 


The special sins that brought the captivity of Israel and the 
desolation of the land, were:—PTUK August 21, 1902, page 531.6 


1. Oppression and injustice. “O house of David, thus saith the Lord; 
Execute judgment in the morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out 
of the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, and burn 
that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings.” 
Jeremiah 21:12. “Thus saith the Lord; Execute ye judgment and 
righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the 
oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the 
fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place,” 
“then will | cause you to dwell in this place.” Jeremiah 22:3; 7:5- 
8.PTUK August 21, 1902, page 531.7 


2. Oppressing and defrauding the labourer in his wages, while they 
in their wealth revelled in luxury. “Woe unto him that buildeth his 
house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong; that useth 
his neighbour’s service without wages, and giveth him not for his 
work; that saith, | will build me a wide house and large chambers, 
and cutteth him out windows; and it is ceiled with cedar, and 
painted with vermilion.” Jeremiah 22:13, 14.PTUK August 21, 1902, 
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page 531.8 


3. Neglect of the poor. “Shalt thou reign, because thou closest 
thyself in cedar? did not thy father eat and drink, and do judgment 
and justice, and then it was well with him? He judged the cause of 
the poor and needy; then it was well with him: was not this to know 
me? saith the Lord. But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for 
thy covetousness.” Jeremiah 22:15-17.PTUK August 21, 1902, 
page 531.9 


4. Disregard of the Sabbath. Jeremiah 17:21-27.PTUK August 21, 
1902, page 531.10 


5. The worship of the sun, with all the abominations that go with it. 
Ezekiel 8:3-18.PTUK August 21, 1902, page 531.11 


6. Rejection of the word and message of the Lord in reproof, 
counsel, and warning. Jeremiah 26:1-23; 6:22, 23; 37:1-21; 38:1- 
28.PTUK August 21, 1902, page 531.12 


But the very crowning abomination of all was,PTUK August 21, 
1902, page 532.1 


7. Their making the temple of God and the forms of worship of the 
Lord their confidence of salvation, while practising all these other 
iniquities and abominations; their holding God to a. strict 
accountability for His promises, while they ran perfect riot against 
every precept upon which those promises could possibly rest, their 
making capital of God’s temple and ordinances and services 
designed to put away sin, as security in their complete abandon in 
the indulgence of sin: “Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and | will cause you to 
dwell in this place. Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple 
of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, are 
these.” [Luther’s translation: “Here is the Lord’s temple, Here is the 
Lord’s temple, Here is the Lord’s temple.”] Jeremiah 7:3, 4. “Hear 
this, | pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and princes of the 
house of Israel, that abhour judgment, and pervert all equity. They 
build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity. The heads 
thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and 
the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the 
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Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among us? none evil can come upon 
us.” Micah 3:9-12. “Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot 
profit. Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, 
and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye 
know not; and come and stand before me in this house, which is 
called by my name, and say, We are delivered to do all these 
abominations? [“There is no danger to us, though, or as long as, we 
do such abominations.’—Luther’s Translation.] |s this house, which 
is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? 
Behold, even | have seen it, saith the Lord.” Jeremiah 7:8-11.PTUK 
August 21, 1902, page 532.2 


“Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and 
Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as 
the high places of the forest.” Micah 3:12. “Go ye now unto my 
place which was in Shiloh, where | set My name at the first, and see 
what | did to it for the wickedness of My people Israel. And now, 
because ye have done all these works, saith the Lord, and | spake 
unto you, rising up early and speaking, but ye heard not; and | 
called you, but ye answered not; therefore will | do unto this house, 
which is called by My name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place 
which | gave to you and to your fathers, as | have done to Shiloh. 
And | will cast you out of My sight, as | have cast out all your 
brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim. Therefore pray not thou 
for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make 
intercession to Me: for | will not hear thee.” Jeremiah 7:12-16.PTUK 
August 21, 1902, page 532.3 


Because of that deplorable, even desperate, condition of things in 
Jerusalem, the Lord of Jerusalem was compelled to liken her to 
Sodom, declaring that she and Sodom were sisters; and further: “As 
| live, saith the Lord God, Sodom thy sister hath not done, she nor 
her daughters, as thou hast done, thou and thy daughters. Behold, 
this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, 
and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither 
did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. And they were 
haughty, and committed abomination before me: therefore | took 
them away as | saw good.” Fzekie/ 16:48-50. And consequently 
Ezekiel saw in a vision a man with a writer’s ink-horn by his side, 
passing throughout Jerusalem, setting a mark upon the foreheads 
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of the men who were sighing and crying for all the abominations 
that were done therein. Following him were six other men, each 
with a slaughter-weapon in is hand, to “slay utterly” all to whom they 
should come, except that they were to “come not near any man 
upon whom is the mark.” Ezekiel 9:1-7,.PTUK August 21, 1902, 
page 532.4 


Now this whole narrative has its parallel in the last days, even in our 
own time. General wickedness prevails (Matthew 24:12, 2 Timothy 
3:13); oppression, injustice, defrauding the labourer in his wages to 
increase the overloaded coffers of the rich, who revel in luxury—all 
this is indulged (James 5:7-8); in the midst of this abundance to 
boundless millions there is such neglect of the poor that God is 
obliged to turn His attention especially to them (Luke 14:21-23); the 
Sabbath is disregarded (/saiah 56:1, 2; 58:13, 14); the sun—in the 
Sunday—is honoured (Daniel 7:25; Revelation 14:9-12); the Word 
of God in counsel and warning, concerning all the evil and 
impending destruction, is rejected (2 Peter 3:3-7, 10-14; Matthew 
24:37-39).PTUK August 21, 1902, page 532.5 


And, also, there prevails the same chief abomination of all—the 
indulgence of a whole catalogue of iniquities under the form and 
profession of godliness (2 Timothy 3:1-5);—so that, looking again 
upon it all, God is compelled to liken it also to Sodom, because the 
last days of the world are as the last days of Sodom: “Likewise also 
as it was in the days of Lot ... even thus shall it be in the day when 
the Son of man is revealed.” “The same day that Lot went out of 
Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed 
them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of Man is 
revealed.” Luke 17:28, 29, 30.PTUK August 21, 1902, page 532.6 


And while this destruction and desolation is impending, the 
heavenly messenger (Revelation 7:2, 3) passes through the world, 
setting the royal seal—the heavenly mark—upon the servants of 
God, who are sighing and crying for all the abominations that are 
done in the land; and after him pass the messengers of judgment, 
slaying utterly all upon whom is not found the mark. Revelation 
14:9, 10; 16:1-21.PTUK August 21, 1902, page 532.7 


Thus certainly and thus fully does the period which culminated in 
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the destruction of Jerusalem and the desolation of that land, contain 
lessons of deep meaning to the people who live in the last days— 
even now—when all the cities of the nations and of the world are to 
be broken down, and the earth made desolate, “at the presence of 
the Lord, and by His fierce anger.” Jeremiah 4:26; Revelation 16:19; 
Zephaniah 1:14-18.PTUK August 21, 1902, page 532.8 


So, also, does the period of the restoration from that ancient 
destruction and desolation contain lessons of deep meaning to the 
people of God of all times, and especially of the last days.PTUK 
August 21, 1902, page 532.9 


A. T. JONES. 
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August 28, 1902 


“Restoration from Babylon. The Release from Captivity” The Present Truth 
18, 35, pp. 547, 548. 


ATJ 


ISRAEL had frustrated God’s purpose to enlighten all the nations by 
them in the land where He had planted them; yet He would fulfil His 
purpose and His promise to Abraham, and enlighten all the nations 
through them in the lands where He had scattered them.P7TUK 
August 28, 1902, page 547.1 


By unbelief and iniquity Israel, when planted in their own land, had 
lost the power to arrest and command the attention of all the 
nations, that the nations might consider God and His wonderful 
works and ways with the children of men; but as they were 
scattered among the nations, God would use them to enlighten 
those who had acquired the power to arrest and command the 
attention of all the nations, and thus through them would still cause 
all nations to consider the wonderful works and ways of God with 
the children of men.PTUK August 28, 1902, page 547.2 


Through Daniel and his three brethren in captivity, God enlightened 
King Nebuchadnezzar who was ruler over all the nations; and by 
King Nebuchadnezzar twice distinctly proclaimed to all people, 
nations, and languages His wisdom, His justice, His power, His 
glory, and His kingdom and dominion. Daniel 3:29; 4:1-3, 34- 
37.PTUK August 28, 1902, page 547.3 


Nebuchadnezzar and his empire, and even the last vestige of his 
kingdom, passed away. Another kingdom and empire took the 
dominion of the world. “Darius the Median took the kingdom.” 
Daniel 5:31. As the result of a conspiracy, Daniel was cast to the 
hungry lions in their den. But God shut the lions’ mouths that they 
did him no hurt; because innocency was found in him, and because 
he believed in his God. This so fixed upon God as the only true and 
living God, the heart of king Darius the Mede, who was now king of 
all the nations, that he also “wrote unto all people, nations, and 
languages, that dwell in all the earth,” proclaiming that “the God of 
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Daniel” “is the living God, and steadfast for ever, and His kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed, and His dominion shall be even 
unto the end. He delivereth and rescueth, and He worketh signs 
and wonders in heaven and in earth.” Danie! 6:25-27.PTUK August 
28, 1902, page 547.4 


In the very first year of Darius the Mede, B.C. 538, Daniel turned his 
attention especially to the Scriptures relating to the subject of the 
return from their captivity; and found and “understood by books the 
number of the years, whereof the word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish seventy years in 
the desolations of Jerusalem.” Danie/ 9:7, 2. One thing that had 
caused Daniel to be most deeply interested in this subject was the 
word of Palmoni, the wonderful numberer in the vision of Danie! 8, 
given to him in the third year of Belshazzar, saying, “Unto two 
thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be 
cleansed.” Daniel 7:14.PTUK August 28, 1902, page 547.5 


This two thousand and three hundred days to the cleansing of the 
sanctuary caused Daniel great anxiety. He could not understand it. 
The temple at Jerusalem was a ruin, and had so lain for more than 
fifty years. Was it possible that it should so lie for yet two thousand 
and three hundred years, before the ruins should be cleared away 
and the temple restored? To this the book of Jeremiah answered, 
No: “After seventy years be accomplished at Babylon | will visit you, 
and perform My good word toward you, in causing you to return to 
this place.” Jeremiah 29:10. Could it be possible, then, that they 
should return, and yet the temple be not restored for so long? To 
this the book of Isaiah answered, No; for therein God had declared 
to Jerusalem, “Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy 
foundation shall be laid;” and that this should be in the time of 
Cyrus, and Cyrus was no living and sixty years old.PTUK August 
28, 1902, page 547.6 


What, then, could mean that word, “Unto two thousand and three 
hundred days, then shall the sanctuary be cleansed”? Was there 
any connection between that and the return from captivity and the 
rebuilding of the city and temple? This problem was beyond solution 
by human thought. Therefore—P7TUK August 28, 1902, page 547.7 
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“| set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and 
supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes; ... [and] 
whiles | was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom | had 
seen in the vision at the beginning [Danie/ 8:76], being caused to fly 
swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.” Danie/ 
9:3, 21.PTUK August 28, 1902, page 547.8 


“And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, | am 
now come forth to give thee skill and understanding. At the 
beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and | 
am come to show thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore 
understand the matter, and consider the vision. Seventy weeks are 
determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, 
and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most 
Holy.PTUK August 28, 1902, page 548.1 


“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah 
the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks; 
the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 
And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but 
not for Himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with 
a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 
And He shall confirm the covenant with many for one week; and in 
the midst of the week He shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation 
to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations He shall make 
it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall 
be poured upon the desolate.” Daniel 9:22-27.PTUK August 28, 
1902, page 548.2 


Within two years, in 536, Darius the Mede died, and was 
immediately succeeded by Cyrus the Persian, of the same united 
and universal kingdom of the Medes and Persians. Cyrus had been 
the commander of the Medo-Persian armies in the destruction of 
the empire and kingdom of Babylon. At that time he was an idolater. 
Yet long before that, even one hundred and fourteen years before 
he was born, the God of Israel had called him by name; and had 
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recorded a message addressed to him personally. And this is the 
message: “Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose 
right hand | have holden, to subdue nations before him; and | will 
loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; 
and the gates shall not be shut; | will go before thee, and make the 
crooked places straight: | will break in pieces the gates of brass, 
and cut in sunder the bars of iron: and | will give thee the treasures 
of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest 
know that |, the Lord, which call thee by thy name, am the God of 
Israel. For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, | have 
even called thee by thy name: | have surnamed thee, though thou 
hast not known Me.” /saiah 45:1-4.PTUK August 28, 1902, page 
548.3 


Thus the Lord revealed Himself to Cyrus as the God of Israel. But 
since Cyrus was an idolater, God must further reveal Himself to him 
as the only true and living God. This He did in the further word: “I 
am the Lord, and there is none else, there is no God beside Me: | 
girded thee, though thou hast not known Me: that they may know 
from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none 
beside Me. | am the Lord, and there is none else.” Verses _ 5, 
6.PTUK August 28, 1902, page 548.4 


God thus revealed Himself to Cyrus as the God of Israel, and as the 
only true God: it remained to reveal to Cyrus that He, the God of 
Israel, and the only true God, was distinct from and above the gods 
that Cyrus had worshipped. Therefore the Lord revealed Himself yet 
further, “I form the light, and create darkness; | make peace and 
create evil.” Verse 7. The point in this is—PTUK August 28, 1902, 
page 548.5 


1. The Persians, in their religious system, recognised two original 
principles—good and evil. Their conception of good and evil, 
however, did not rise to the height of moral and spiritual good and 
evil, or righteousness and sin, as is revealed by the Lord; rather as 
men naturally conceive of good and evil as manifested in prosperity 
and adversity, tranquillity and disturbance. Therefore when the Lord 
would show to Cyrus that He is over all, He said, “I make peace, 
and create evil.” That is, | make tranquillity and create disturbance; | 
give prosperity and send adversity. ?TUK August 28, 1902, page 
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548.6 


2. The Persians held that their principle of good was represented in 
light; and the principle of evil in darkness. Therefore when the Lord 
would reveal to Cyrus the Persian that He is above all, He said, “l 
form the light, and create darkness.”P TUK August 28, 1902, page 
548.7 


The night that the city of Babylon was captured and Belshazzar 
slain, before the capture king Belshazzar had made Daniel the first 
man of the empire after the two kings, Belshazzar and his father. 
Then when the city was taken, Balshazzar slain, and his father a 
captive, this left Daniel the first man of the kingdom. Darius and 
Cyrus, the new rulers, found Daniel in his royal robe of scarlet with 
his insignia of office, the “chain of gold about his neck,” They found 
him so intelligent in all the affairs of the vanquished kingdom that 
they immediately took him into their council, and gave to him the 
chief place in the re-organisation of the kingdom.P7TUK August 28, 
1902, page 548.8 


And when Cyrus thus met Daniel, Daniel showed to him the word of 
the Lord, written to him by Isaiah on hundred and seventy-four 
years before. The message was so direct and so personal, and the 
revelation so plain and indisputable, that Cyrus accepted and 
acknowledged God as “the Lord God of heaven,” and declared, “He 
is the God.”PTUK August 28, 1902, page 548.9 


There was also read t Cyrus the further word of the Lord by Isaiah 
to him, “That saith of Cyrus, He is My shepherd, and shall perform 
all My pleasure.... | have raised him up in righteousness, and | will 
direct all his ways: he shall build My city, and he shall let go My 
captives, not for price nor reward, saith the Lord of hosts.” /saiah 
44:28; 45:13. This message, too, Cyrus accepted from the Lord; 
and in 536, when Cyrus came to the throne of the empire, that very 
year the seventy years’ captivity expired, and in that very year 
Cyrus issued the decree and proclamation throughout the whole 
empire, releasing from captivity all the people of Israel, and calling 
them to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the city, and especially the 
house of the Lord.PTUK August 28, 1902, page 548.10 


And here is a copy of that decree:—P7TUK August 28, 1902, page 
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548.11 


“Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath 
given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and He hath charged me to 
build Him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there 
among you of all His people? his God be with him, and let him go 
up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord 
God of Israel, (He is the God,) which is in Jerusalem. And 
whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men 
of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and 
with beasts, beside the freewill offering for the house of God that is 
in Jerusalem.”PTUK August 28, 1902, page 548.12 


“Let the house be builded, the place where they offered sacrifices, 
and let the foundations thereof be strongly laid; the height thereof 
threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof threescore cubits; with 
three rows of great stones, and a row of new timber: and let the 
expenses be given out of the king’s house: and also let the golden 
and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took 
forth out of the temple which is at Jerusalem, and brought unto 
Babylon, be restored, and brought again unto the temple which is at 
Jerusalem, every one to his place, and place them in the house of 
God.” Ezra 1:1-4, 6:3-5.PTUK August 28, 1902, page 548.13 


That decree was published by “proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom,” and was put “also in writing;” and was deposited among 
the archives of the kingdom in the palace at Ecbatana, the Median 
capital of the empire. “Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah 
and Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose 
spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house of the Lord which 
is in Jerusalem. And all they that were about them strengthened 
their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, and with 
beasts, and with precious things, beside all [that] was willingly 
offered.” PTUK August 28, 1902, page 548.14 


“Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house of the 
Lord, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, 
and had put them in the house of his gods; even those did Cyrus 
king of Persia bring forth by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer, 
and numbered them unto Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah.... All 
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the vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand and four 
hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the 
captivity that were brought up from Babylon unto Jerusalem.” Ezra 
1:5-11.PTUK August 28, 1902, page 548.15 


And of the people who returned to Jerusalem,—P TUK August 28, 
1902, page 548.16 


“The whole congregation together was forty and two thousand three 
hundred and threescore, beside their servants and their maids, of 
whom there were seven thousand three hundred thirty and seven: 
and there were among them two hundred singing men and singing 
women.... And some of the chief of the fathers, when they came to 
the house of the Lord which is at Jerusalem, offered freely for the 
house of God to set it up in his place: they gave after their ability 
unto the treasure of the work threescore and one thousand drams 
of gold, and five thousand pound of silver, and one hundred priests’ 
garments. So the priests, and the Levites, and some of the people, 
and the singers, and the porters, and the Nethinims, dwelt in their 
cities, and all Israel in their cities.” Ezra 2:64-70.PTUK August 28, 
1902, page 548.17 


The restoration of Israel had begun.PTUK August 28, 1902, page 
548.18 


A. T. JONES. 





47 


September 4, 1902 


“Restoration from Babylon. Troublous Times” The Present Truth 18, 36, pp. 
565, 566. 


ATJ 


IT seems to have been about midsummer, or late in the summer of 
B.C. 536, when the returned of Israel arrived in their own country, 
and had taken up their abode and dwelt in their cities; for their first 
assembly at Jerusalem for worship was at the regular annual feast 
of the memorial of blowing of trumpets—the first day of the seventh 
month.PTUK September 4, 1902, page 565.1 


On that day “the people gathered themselves together as one man 
to Jerusalem;” and under the direction of Jeshua, the highpriest 
[sic.], and Zerubbabel, and their brethren, they “builded the altar of 
the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as it is written in 
the law of Moses the man of God. And they set the altar upon his 
bases; for fear was upon them because of the people of those 
countries; and they offered burnt offerings thereon unto the Lord, 
even burnt offerings morning and evening.” Ezra 3:1-3.PTUK 
September 4, 1902, page 565.2 


They could not celebrate the day of atonement—the tenth day of 
the seventh month—in due order, because there was no temple or 
house yet built; but they kept the Feast of Tabernacles (the fifteenth 
to the twenty-second of the seventh month), as it is written, and 
offered the daily burnt-offerings by number, according to the 
custom, as the duty of every day required; and afterward offered the 
continual burnt-offering, both of the new moons, and of all the set 
feasts of the Lord that were consecrated, and of every one that 
willingly offered a free-will offering unto the Lord. From the first day 
of the seventh month began they to offer burnt-offerings unto the 
Lord.PTUK September 4, 1902, page 565.3 


“But the foundation of the temple of the Lord was not yet laid.” 
However, preparations were immediately begun for the building of 
the temple. Masons and carpenters were regularly employed, and 
set to work to prepare the stones and timber. They also established 
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with Tyre and Zidon trade of provisions—food, drink, and oil—for 
cedar trees for the temple, to be brought from Lebanon by sea and 
delivered at Joppa, “according to the grant that they had of Cyrus 
king of Persia." PTUK September 4, 1902, page 565.4 


This work of preparation continued till “the second month” of the 
“second year of their coming unto the house of God at Jerusalem,” 
when they actually began work in building the temple.P7TUK 
September 4, 1902, page 565.5 


“And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, 
they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites 
the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the Lord, after the 
ordinance of David king of Israel. And they sang together by course 
in praising and giving thanks unto the Lord; because he is good, for 
his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel.PTUK September 4, 
1902, page 565.6 


“And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised 
the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. 
But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who 
were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the 
foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud 
voice; and many shouted aloud for joy; so that the people could not 
discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping 
of the people; for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the 
noise was heard afar off." PTUK September 4, 1902, page 565.7 


In Gabriel's explanation of the two thousand and three hundred 
days, he had said to Daniel of the rebuilding of Jerusalem, that “the 
street shall be built again and the wall, even in troublous times.” 
And now those troublous times began. Satan was determined to 
hinder, in every way that he possibly could, the establishment of the 
work of God in Jerusalem. He found ready instruments, in the 
mixed people and religion of Samaria, that had resulted from the 
successive transportations by Sargon, Esar-haddon, and Asswhur- 
banipal, kings of Assyria, before 625 B.C. As soon as the Jews had 
begun to build, these mixed peoples of the land of Samaria devised 
a scheme so to turn to their own advantage the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem so that, by alliance with the Jews, they could fix their 
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power in Jerusalem and the land of Judah, as in Samaria, execute 
a successful revolt, set up an independent kingdom there, and 
dominate all the territory between the Euphrates and the 
Mediterranean Sea, as had been done in old time.P 7 UK September 
4, 1902, page 565.8 


Accordingly when they had “heard that the children of the captivity 
builded the temple unto the Lord God of Israel, then they came to 
Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto them, Let 
us build with you; for we seek your God, as ye do; and we do 
sacrifice unto him since the days of Esarhaddon king of Asshur, 
which brought us up hither. But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the 
rest of the chief of the fathers of Israel, said unto them, Ye have 
nothing to do with us to build an house unto our God; but we 
ourselves together will build unto the Lord God of Israel, as king 
Cyrus the king of Persia hath commanded us.”P TUK September 4, 
1902, page 565.9 


Then the Samaritans revealed their real spirit from the beginning, 

and showed that their interest in the God of Israel, and their “kind” 
offer to help in building the temple and city, was a sheer pretence to 

hide their rebellious intent; they “weakened the hands of the people 

of Judah, and troubled them in building, and hired counsellors 

against them [at the court of the Persian kingdom], to frustrate their 
purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of 
Darius king of Persia,” a period of fourteen years.PTUK September 
4, 1902, page 565.10 


The situation was this: The Jews had the decree of Cyrus to sustain 
them in all that they were doing. The Samaritans knew that it was 
vain to try to get that decree reversed while Cyrus lived. But the 
funds for the building work must all pass through the imperial 
treasury. These hired counsellors were officials of the court and 
council of Cyrus, and they accepted from the Samaritans bribes to 
be on the watch for the affairs concerning Jerusalem, and block 
every procedure possible. They could hold back the supply of 
funds; they could delay the official applications for funds; by empty 
technicalities they could force tedious correspondence and delay in 
reports; they could prevent correspondence and even messengers 
from reaching Cyrus, or even Daniel;—in a thousand ways they 
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could frustrate the purpose of the builders at Jerusalem.PTUK 
September 4, 1902, page 565.11 


Daniel was still prime minister at the court of Persia, and it was not 
a great while before he discovered that the work in Jerusalem was 
being hindered, and his own efforts hampered in the court of Cyrus, 
by influences and actions so subtle that it was impossible definitely 
to expose or successfully to check them. This caused him great and 
anxious concern for the work of God. Yet he spent no time in 
attempting to arrange, or to carry on any counter-intrigue; he 
appealed direct to God.PTUK September 4, 1902, page 565.12 


By those hired counsellors, the Samaritans had got their schemes 
to working at the court of Cyrus in the latter part of the second year 
of Cyrus. On the third day of the first month of the third year of 
Cyrus, Daniel began his appeal to God in fasting and mourning and 
prayer. This he continued three full weeks, before he was positively 
informed that his appeal was heard. Yet his appear was heard, the 
very first day. But the adverse influences at the Persian court were 
so strong that Gabriel dared not leave the presence of the king. And 
these adverse influences were just then so determined and so 
persistent that every possible thing was done, every conceivable 
device was employed, and every moment of the time was occupied, 
during the whole of that three weeks, in the endeavour to turn Cyrus 
from his true course and to frustrate the purpose of God concerning 
Jerusalem. To defeat the subtle devices and continued efforts of the 
enemy, Gabriel must be ever watchful. He continued thus three full 
weeks. Daniel continued his earnest praying. Still the angel could 
not leave the presence of the king. Yet Daniel’s prayer must be 
answered by Gabriel in person. It was a crisis in the cause of God 
in the earth. Then Michael, the first of the heavenly princes, came to 
help him. This secured victory; the enemy’s siege was broken, and 
Gabriel went to Daniel by the river Tigris.P7 UK September 4, 1902, 
page 565.13 


His own words in explanation of the three weeks delay are these: 
“Fear not, Daniel; for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart 
to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words 
were heard, and | am come for thy words. But the prince of the 
kingdom of Persia, withstood me one and twenty days; but, lo, 
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Michael, the first of the princes, came to help me; and | kept the 
victory with the kings of Persia. Now | am come to make thee know 
what shall befall thy people in the latter days; for the vision is yet for 
many days... Knowest thou why | am come unto thee? And now will 
| return to fight with the prince of Persia.... But | will show thee that 
which is noted in the Scripture of truth: and there is none that 
holdeth with me in these things but Michael your prince.” Danie/ 
10:2-4, 12, 13, 20, 21. Verse 12, margin, and _ Luther’s 
Translation.PTUK September 4, 1902, page 566.1 


Thus, through prayer and faithfulness to God, Daniel and his people 
were victorious against all the machinations of Satan and his 
instrumentalities. And so shall it ever be. The heavenly agencies 
are always ready to co-operate with the faithful ones of earth to- 
day, as in the days of Daniel, Jeshua, Zerubbabel, and their 
companions. Prayer to God, that obtains the co-operation of 
heavenly messengers, is even to-day worth infinitely more in 
securing the co-operation or restraint of the powers of earth, than 
could be all the political wire-pulling and lobbying that could ever be 
employed. The hearts of kings are in the hand of the Lord, and only 
He can move them right.PTUK September 4, 1902, page 566.2 


Daniel must have died shortly after this vision, for in the vision the 
last words of the angel are, “Thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at 
the end of the days.” Cyrus lived five years longer. But though the 
Samaritans and their hired counsellors continued all this time their 
work of weakening the hands of the Jews, of hindering them and 
frustrating their purpose in building, they never succeeded in 
stopping the work. The “victory” of Daniel and the heavenly ones 
still “kept” with Cyrus the king of Persia, though the work went on 
still in “troublous times.” P TUK September 4, 1902, page 566.3 
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September 11, 1902 


“Restoration from Babylon. The Success of the Samaritans” The Present 
Truth 18, 37, pp. 579, 580. 


ATJ 


AT the death of Cyrus king of Persia, Cambyses his son, the 
Ahasuerus of Ezra 4:6, immediately succeeded to the throne of the 
empire. The Samaritans who had so persistently carried on their 
work of obstruction by hired counsellors and otherwise “all the days 
of Cyrus,” continued it all the days of Cambyses—about seven 
years.PTUK September 11, 1902, page 579.1 


At the very beginning of his reign, in addition to the work of their 
hired counsellors, the Samaritans took the bold step of presenting 
to Cambyses, the son of Cyrus, a formal and written accusation 
against the Jews: “In the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his 
reign, wrote they unto him an accusation against the inhabitants of 
Judah and Jerusalem.” Ezra 4:6.PTUK September 11, 1902, page 
579.2 


There is no known record that any notice at all was taken of their 
accusation. Even if any notice was taken of it, it is certain that their 
efforts were still in vain. The victory gained over them in the three 
weeks’ contest at the Persian court in the first month of the third 
year of Cyrus, still held all the days of his son Cambyses. This 
shows that there was real meaning in Gabriel’s words that at the 
end of the three weeks’ contest at the court of Persia he held the 
victory with not only the king, singular, but plural,—with the kings of 
Persia. From this it is plain that Cambyses, the heir apparent to the 
throne, was in that council through that three weeks’ contest, and 
therefore when the contest was ended and the victory was kept, it 
was victory not only as respected Cyrus and the time being, but 
also respecting Cambyses and the years to come. The victory was 
kept with the kings of Persia.PTUK September 11, 1902, page 
579.3 


There was a second son of Cyrus, named Smerdis; but Cambyses 
caused him to be secretly murdered. Indeed, this was accomplished 
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with so much secrecy that the great body of the people believed 
that he was still alive. This gave opportunity for conspiracy and the 
rise of a usurper, whose real name was Gomates, but who claimed 
before the people to be Smerdia, the son of Cyrus. This occurred at 
the capital of Persia while Cambyses was absent on his expedition 
in the conquest of Egypt. The original account runs thus:—P?7UK 
September 11, 1902, page 579.4 


Cambyses the son of Cyrus was king.... This Cambyses had a 
brother, named Smerdis (Bardiga); they had the same mother and 
the same father. Afterward, this Cambyses killed Smerids. When 
Cambyses killed Smerdis, the people did not know that Smerdis 
was killed. Then Cambyses went to Egypt. The people became 
bad; and many falsehoods grew up in the provinces, as well as in 
Persia, as in Media, as in the other lands. And then a man, a 
Magian, named Gomates, from Pasargade, near the mount named 
Arakadris, there he arose. On the 14th day of the month Vlyakhna, 
thus arose: To the people he told lies, and said, “l am Smerids, the 
son of Cyrus, the brother of Cambyses.” Then all the people 
revolted from Cambyses, went over to him, and the Persians, and 
the Medes, and the other nations. He seized the kingdom. On the 
ninth day of the month Garmapada he took the royalty from 
Cambyses.... Gomates the Magian deprived Cambyses as well of 
the Persians, as of the Medians, as of the other nations; he did 
according to his own will, and seized the royalty over them. 
—Darius, in “Records of the Past,” Old Series, vol. VII., pp. 89, 
90.PTUK September 11, 1902, page 579.5 


Cambyses, returning with his army from Egypt, went as far as Syria, 
and was there met by one of the many heralds whom Gomates had 
sent into all the empire publishing the “proclamation to the troops 
that henceforth they were to obey Smerdis, the son of Cyrus, and 
not Cambyses.” Cambyses, believing now that his secret murderers 
of Smerdis had really played him false; and that thus Smerdis was 
really alive and reigning in the capital, immediately killed himself 
(Darius): “having reigned, in all, seven years and five months, and 
left no issue behind him, male or female.”—Herodotus. This was the 
end of July, 522 B.C.PTUK September 11, 1902, page 579.6 


As before stated, Gomates, this false Smerdis, was a Magian. His 
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usurpation was a part of the conspiracy of the Magian priests to 
make predominate the Median element in the mixed national 
religion of Media and Persia. And though Gomates the Magian 
reigned as Smerdis the Persians, yet he was but the tool of the 
Magians to swing back the predominant element in the imperial 
religion from the Persian to the original Median. The difference was 
more sectarian and merely priestly, than fundamental and popular; 
but it furnished an opportunity that was instantly seized by the 
Samaritans and their hired counsellors to make effective their 
determination to stop the work on the temple at Jerusalem.P7TUK 
September 11, 1902, page 579.7 


Accordingly, no sooner was it known in Palestine that the new king 
reigned, than the Samaritans wrote to him a new and extended 
accusation against the Jews. For this Gomates, the false Smerdis, 
was the Artaxerxes of Ezra 4:7-23.PTUK September 11, 1902, 
page 579.8 


“In the days of Artaxerxes wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and 
the rest of their companions, unto Artaxerxes king of Persia; and 
the writing of the letter was written in the Syrian tongue, and 
interpreted in the Syrian tongue. Rehum the chancellor and 
Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes 
the king in this sort:-—PTUK September 11, 1902, page 579.9 


“Then wrote Rehum the chancellor, and Shimshai the scribe, and 
the rest of their companions; the Dinaites, the Apharsathchites, the 
Tarpelites, the Apharsites, the Archevites, the Babylonians, the 
Susanchites, the Dehavites, and the Elamites, and the rest of the 
nations whom the great and noble Asnapper brought over, and set 
in the cities of Samaria, and the rest that are on this side the river, 
and at such a time.... Thy servants the men on this side the river, 
and at such a time. Be it known unto the king, that the Jews which 
came up from thee to us are come unto Jerusalem, building the 
rebellious and the bad city, and have set up the walls thereof, and 
joined the foundations. Be it known now unto the king, that, if this 
city be builded, and the walls set up again, then will they not pay 
toll, tribute, and custom, and so thou shalt endamage the revenue 
of the kings. Now because we have maintenance from the king’s 
palace, and it was not meet for us to see the king’s dishonour, 
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therefore have we sent and certified the king; that search may be 
made in the book of the records of thy fathers: so shalt thou find in 
the book of the records, and know that this city is a rebellious city, 
and hurtful unto kings and provinces, and that they have moved 
sedition within the same of old time; for which cause was this city 
destroyed. We certify the king that, if this city be builded again, and 
the walls thereof set up, by this means thou shalt have no portion 
on this side the river." PTUK September 11, 1902, page 579.10 


That letter is a most subtle and deceptive mixture of truth and 
falsehood. It was true that the city of Jerusalem had in old time 
been rebellious and seditious to the eastern kings, and that 
because of that, the city was destroyed. It was true that the imperial 
records at Babylon would confirm all this. But it was not in any 
sense true that such was the intention in now rebuilding the city, or 
that such would be the result of its rebuilding. This attributed 
intention of the Jews, and this surmised result of the rebuilding of 
the city, was nothing else than the revealing of their own secret 
purpose, when at the very first they offered to join the Jews and 
help in the building of that very city; and which they would have 
carried out to the full as soon as the city should have been finished, 
as certainly as they had been allowed to join in the building of the 
city, PTUK September 11, 1902, page 579.11 


Such a subtle mixture of lies and truth would have been well 
calculated to deceive any new king; and when it came to the false 
Smerdis, the tool of the reactionary priests, it only the more readily 
had its intended effect. “Then sent the king an answer unto Rehum 
the chancellor, and to Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest of their 
companions that dwell in Samaria, and unto the rest beyond the 
river:—PTUK September 11, 1902, page 579.12 


“Peace, and at such a time. The letter which ye sent unto us hath 
been plainly read before me. And | commanded, and search hath 
been made, and it is found that this city of old time hath made 
insurrection against kings, and that rebellion and sedition have 
been made therein. There have been mighty kings also over 
Jerusalem, which have ruled over all countries beyond the river; 
and toll, tribute, and custom, was paid unto them. Give ye now 
commandment to cause these men to cease, and that this city be 
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not builded, until another commandment shall be given from me. 
Take heed now that ye fail not to do this: why should damage grow 
to the hurt of the kings?” PTUK September 11, 1902, page 580.1 


This letter was of course exceedingly gratifying to the rebellious, 
seditious, and officious Samaritans. Accordingly, “when the copy of 
king Artaxerxes’ letter was read before Rehum, and Shimshai the 
scribe, and their companions, they went up in haste to Jerusalem 
unto the Jews, and made them to cease by force and power.”P7 UK 
September 171, 1902, page 580.2 


“Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem.” 
Then the Samaritans laughed, and congratulated one another, and 
strutted, and rode around among the Jews, asserting their power. 

But even in the most exalted moments they never dreamed of what 
it really was over which they were so gleeful and so perfectly 
satisfied. They had no idea of what it was in reality into which they 
had so persistently, and at last so triumphantly, pushed themselves. 

In about six months there was another turn in imperial affairs. In the 
eighth month of his reign the false Smerdis, Gomates the Magian, 
was slain by Darius the Persian and six companions, and Darius 
the Persian, of ancient kingly race and descent, reigned in the 
Medo-Persian Empire. The Magian scheme was annihilated; the 
Persian element was once more predominant; the tide turned again 
in favour of the Jews, the rebuilding of the temple and the city went 
on, and by the power which they had invoked the Samaritans were 
compelled to help in the good work. This was exceedingly galling to 
them; but they had persistently pushed themselves into it, and there 
they must stay; they had been exceedingly glad when the power 
which they had invoked worked altogether their way; they could not 
fairly complain when that same power worked altogether the other 
way.PTUK September 11, 1902, page 580.3 


A. T. JONES. 
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September 18, 1902 


“Restoration from Babylon. The Samaritans Compelled to Help” The 
Present Truth 18, 38, pp. 598, 599. 


ATJ 


BY the presence and the messages of the prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah, the Jews were encouraged to take up again the work of 
building the temple of God and the wall of Jerusalem. Faith once 
more found her place in the hearts of the people; the land and 
people were blessed with prosperity and good cheer; and the work 
was begun and carried on with a spirit and an alacrity that meant 
success certainly and speedily. Yet it was not all peace.P7UK 
September 18, 1902, page 598.1 


News of this soon reached the Samaritans, and of course set them 
all astir again. However, among the changes that had come in the 
imperial government by the death of the false Smerdis and the 
accession of Darius, was the change of the governor and other 
Officials of Samaria. Rehum the chancellor and Shimshai the 
secretary had been displaced by Tatnai as governor and Shethar- 
Boznai as secretary. These men, of themselves, were fair-minded 
men; but there was about them the same officious Samaritan party 
as “companions.” These urged on Tatnai and Shethar-Boznai to go 
up to Jerusalem, and again call a halt upon the work there. They did 
so, but, being fair-minded men, they did it in a perfectly fair 
way.PTUK September 18, 1902, page 598.2 


They asked, “Who hath commanded you to build this house, and to 
make up this wall?” and, “What are the names of the men that make 
this building?” The Jews told them that the temple had been built 
there many years before by a great king; that it had been destroyed 
by Nebuchadnezzar; and that Cyrus had issued a decree for the 
rebuilding of it, and had sent back from Babylon the gold and silver 
vessels that belonged in the house. Yet the Samaritans tried to 
have them stop the work; but they would not stop. Besides, “the eye 
of their God was upon the elders of the Jews, that they could not 
cause them to cease, till the matter came to Darius.” Ezra 5:5.PTUK 
September 18, 1902, page 598.3 
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Since they could not stop the work, the Samaritans had Tatnai and 
Shethar-boznai, write to Darius. They did so, but not as did Rehum 
and Shimshai in their deceptive mixture of truth and falsehood; they 
stated the case with fairness; exactly as the Jews had stated it to 
them. They wrote as follows:—P7TUK September 18, 1902, page 
598.4 


“Unto Darius the king, all peace. Be it known unto the king, that we 
went into the province of Judea, to the house of the great God, 
which is builded with great stones, and timber is laid in the walls, 
and this work goeth fast on, and prospereth in their hands. Then 
asked we those elders, and said unto them thus, Who commanded 
you to build this house, and to make up these walls? We asked 
their names also, to certify thee, that we might write the names of 
the men that were the chief of them. And thus they returned us 
answer, saying:—P7TUK September 18, 1902, page 598.5 


“We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and build the 
house that was builded these many years ago, which a great king of 
Israel builded and set up. But after that our fathers had provoked 
the God of heaven unto wrath, he gave them into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed 
this house, and carried the people away into Babylon. But in the 
first year of Cyrus the king of Babylon the same king Cyrus made a 
decree to build this house of God. And the vessels also of gold and 
silver of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the 
temple that was in Jerusalem, and brought them into the temple of 
Babylon, those did Cyrus the king take out of the temple of Babylon, 
and they were delivered unto one, whose name was Sheshbazzar, 
whom he had made governor; and said unto him, Take these 
vessels, go, carry them into the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let 
the house of God be builded in his place. Then came the same 
Sheshbazzar, and laid the foundation of the house of God which is 
in Jerusalem; and since that time even until now hath it been in 
building, and yet it is not finished.PTUK September 18, 1902, page 
598.6 


“Now therefore, if it seem good to the king, let there be search 
made in the king’s treasure house, which is there at Babylon, 
whether it be so, that a decree was made of Cyrus the king to build 
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this house of God at Jerusalem, and let the king send his pleasure 
to us concerning this matter.”,PTUK September 18, 1902, page 
598.7 


When this letter reached Darius, he went about the matter in the 
thoroughly business-like way that characterised his whole reign and 
administration; he “made a decree” that search should be made for 
the records mentioned. First “search was made in the house of the 
books, where the treasures were laid up in Babylon.” It was not 
found there, nor anywhere in Babylon. The search was continued in 
the other capitals; “and there was found at Ecbatana, in the palace 
that is in the province of the Medes, a roll, and therein was a record 
thus written:—PTUK September 18, 1902, page 598.8 


“In the first year of Cyrus the king the same Cyrus the king made a 
decree concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, Let the house 
be builded, the place where they offered sacrifices, and let the 
foundations thereof be strongly laid; the height thereof threescore 
cubits, and the breadth thereof threescore cubits; with three rows of 
great stones, and a row of new timber: and let the expenses be 
given out of the king’s house; and also let the golden and silver 
vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth out 
of the temple which is at Jerusalem, and brought unto Babylon, be 
restored, and brought again unto the temple which is at Jerusalem, 
every one to his place, and place them in the house of God.”PTUK 
September 18, 1902, page 598.9 


This being found, Darius wrote to Tatnai and Shethar-boznai and 
the Samaritans as follows:—P7TUK September 18, 1902, page 
598.10 


“Now therefore, Tatnai, governor beyond the river, Shetharboznai, 
and your companions the Apharsachites, which are beyond the 
river, be ye far from thence: let the work of this house of God alone; 
let the governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews build this 
house of God in his place.PTUK September 18, 1902, page 598.11 


“Moreover | make a decree what ye shall do to the elders of these 
Jews for the building of this house of God; that of the king’s goods, 
even of the tribute beyond the river, forthwith expenses be given 
unto these men, that they be not hindered. And that which they 
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have need of, both young bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for the 
burnt offerings of the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, 
according to the appointment of the priests which are at Jerusalem, 
let it be given them day by day without fail; that they may offer 
sacrifices of sweet savours unto the God of heaven, and pray for 
the life of the king, and of his sons.PTUK September 18, 1902, 
page 598.12 


“Also | have made a decree, that whosoever shall alter this word, let 
timber be pulled down from his house, and being set up, let him be 
hanged thereon; and let his house be made a dunghill for this. And 
the God that hath caused his name to dwell there destroy all kings 
and people, that shall put to their hand to alter and to destroy this 
house of God which is at Jerusalem.PTUK September 18, 1902, 
page 598.13 


“| Darius have made a decree; let it be done with speed.” Ezra 6:1- 
12.PTUK September 18, 1902, page 598.14 


That settled the question for ever. Therefore Tatnai, and Shethar- 
boznai, and their companions, “according to that which Darius the 
king had sent, so they did speedily. And the elders of the Jews 
builded, and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the 
prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, and 
finished it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and 
according to the commandment of Cyrus and Darius.... And this 
house was finished on the third day of the month Adar [the twelfth 
month], which was in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the 
king’-—517 B.C.Ezra 6:13-15.PTUK September 18, 1902, page 
598.15 


And as soon as the house was finished, it was dedicated; and the 
children of Israel “kept the dedication of the house of God with joy,” 
and offered sacrifices “according to the number of the tribes of 
Israel.” And “they kept the Passover upon the fourteenth day of the 
first month;” “and kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days 
with joy; for the Lord had made them joyful, and turned the heart of 
the king of Assyria unto them, to strengthen their hands in the work 
of the house of God, the God of Israel.”Ezra 6:16-22.PTUK 
September 18, 1902, page 598.16 
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The temple and worship of God was restored. Against all opposition 
the cause of God had triumphed so far. However, the battle was not 
yet over; the wall was not yet built; and this was yet to be built “even 
in troublous times.”P TUK September 18, 1902, page 599.1 


A. T. JONES. 





62 


October 23, 1902 
“Knowing by Faith” The Present Truth 18, 38, p. 673. 


ATJ 


FAITH is not speculation. It is not a guessing at things. It is not a 
taking for granted that of which there is not, and cannot be, any 
certainty. Faith is the means of attaining to knowledge which cannot 
be reached in any other way. And it is absolute knowledge too. 
Instead of faith being the taking at a venture things of which there is 
no certainty, it is that which introduces us to the very certainties of 
the universe itself. PTUK October 23, 1902, page 673.1 


If the world could see God or the things of God with worldly eyes, 
and could know God or the things of God by worldly knowledge, this 
would reduce God and all the things of God to the level of this world 
and the things of this world. And this would be only to confirm, by 
the sanction of God, this world for ever in its own ways as they are. 
But God wants to lift the world up to Himself and His ways, instead 
of having the world bring Him down to its own level to confirm its 
own wickedness. And in order that the world may be brought to God 
and His ways, it must see with other than worldly eyes and know 
with other than worldly knowledge. It must see with the eyes of God 
and know with the knowledge of God. And that it may do this, God 
has made to all the world the gift of faith.P TUK October 23, 1902, 
page 673.2 


By faith we see that which without it cannot be seen, and by faith 
we know that which without it cannot be known. By faith we see 
Him who is invisible (Hebrews 17:27), and the things that are 
eternal (2 Corinthians 4:18). By faith we know Him who is the 
Author and Fountain of knowledge, and that which passeth 
knowledge. Ephesians 3:19. So, while the world cannot receive the 
Spirit of God because it seeth Him not neither knoweth Him, they 
who are of faith can receive Him. And having received Him they see 
Him, though He be invisible, and know Him. To these He says, “Ye 
know Him; for He dwelleth with you and shall be in you.” And, “Ye 
see Me.” And, “I will manifest Myself to him."PTUK October 23, 
1902, page 673.3 
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October 30, 1902 


“The Division and Punctuation of the Scriptures” The Present Truth 18, 44, 
pp. 694, 695. 


ATJ 


THE marginal references in the Bible, the punctuation, the divisions 
into verses and chapters, are all the work of men. Not of men met 
together for that purpose, as in the translation of the Scriptures; but 
by several men at different times, and each independent of all the 
others.PTUK October 30, 1902, page 694.1 


First was the division into chapters. This was made by Hugo de 
Sancto Carol, who was born at St. Cher, Dauphine, France, about 
A.D. 1200, was created a cardinal by Pope Innocent IV., in 1245, 
and died in 1263. In preparing to make a concordance to the Latin 
Vulgate Version of the Scriptures, he divided both the Old 
Testament and the New into chapters, and that division still remains 
as he made it, in all our Bibles.PTUK October 30, 1902, page 694.2 


Next was the division into verses. The first direct step toward this 
was taken by Rabbi Mordecai Nathan, a celebrated Jewish teacher, 
in a “Concordance to the Hebrew Scriptures,” composed A.D. 1438 
to 1445. In this concordance, he made the division into verses, and 
marked every fifth verse with a Hebrew numeral letter. Then in 
1661, Athias, a Jew of Amsterdam, printed an edition of the Hebrew 
Bible, in which he adopted the verses of Rabbi Nathan, and marked 
every verse with the figures in common use, 1, 2, 3, 4, etc., etc., 
except the verses previously marked with Hebrew numerals by 
Rabbi Nathan. With the rejection of these Hebrew numerals, and 
placing instead the corresponding figures, the verses and numbers 
of Nathan and Athias are still retained in all the copies of the Bible 
in other languages. But observe, this refers only to the Hebrew 
Bible, i.e., the Old Testament. The verses of the New Testament, as 
now used, are the invention of a printer, Robert Stephens by name, 
in imitation of those made for the Old Testament by Rabbi Nathan. 
They were first introduced in 1551, in an edition of the New 
Testament, printed by Stephens.PTUK October 30, 1902, page 
694.3 
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As for punctuation points, with the exception of the period, no such 
things were known when the New Testament was written, nor for a 
long time afterward, for the writing in the oldest manuscripts is all in 
capital letters without accent or mark of any kind, not even spaces, 
between the words. Here is a translation of the copy of the first few 
lines of the Gospel of John, as it was written:—P7UK October 30, 
1902, page 694.4 


“INTHEBEGINNINGWASTHE WORDANDTHEWORDW 
WITHGOD. ANDGODWASTHE WORI 
HEWASINTHEBEGINNING WITHGO 


ALLWEREMADEBYHIMANDWITH 
OUTHIMWASMADENOTONETHING 
THATWASMADEINHIMLIFEWAS.”PTUK October 30, 1902, page 
694.5 


About 400 A.D., Jerome, and others from him, used points that 
correspond with our comma and colon, but they did not go into 
general use at all. Again in the eighth century the stroke now called 
comma was received, and Jerome’s points were again used at the 
command of Charlemagne, and in the ninth century the Greek note 
of interrogation, which is now our semicolon, was first used. But it 
was not till the invention of printing that any of these points came 
into general use. Thus the colon and the period began to be used 
about 1485, the comma was next given a better shape, and the 
semicolon added about 1521, and in Sir Philip Sydney’s “Arcadia,” 
1587, they all appear, as also the note of interrogation, the asterisk, 
and the parenthesis.P7 UK October 30, 1902, page 694.6 


Then again, there were no acknowledged rules to guide the editors 
and printers in the use of the points, consequently they were placed 
just as each one pleased, and very often arbitrarily. And yet again 
the same editors and printers would change the punctuation in the 
different editions of the same work as they were successively 
printed; especially did Stephens vary his points in every edition of 
the Bible that he printed. And more than that, this variance in the 
punctuation of the Bible is not yet ended, as anyone may prove by 
comparing copies of the Bible printed only as far back as 1830 or 
1840 with the later editions, and looking at Matthew 19:28 and 
Hebrews 10:72. In the earlier copies, at Matthew 19:28, you will see 
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the comma placed after “regeneration,” in the passage reading 
thus: “Verily | say unto you, That ye which have followed Me in the 
regeneration, when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of His 
glory,” etc., whereas in the later copies the comma is placed after 
“me,” thus: “Ye which have followed Me, in the regeneration when 
the Son of man shall sit in the throne of His glory,” etc. See what a 
difference it makes. The first would imply that Christ had been 
regenerated. But the difference in Hebrews 10:12 is still more 
apparent, for in the older editions the comma is after “sins,” thus: 
“But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins, for ever 
sat down on the right hand of God,” where in the newer editions the 
comma is placed after “ever,” thus: “But this Man, after He had 
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of 
God.” While the first would make Christ sat down at the right hand 
of God for ever, the last only makes one sacrifice for sins for ever, 
and then sat down at the right hand of God only “till His enemies be 
made His footstool.”P TUK October 30, 1902, page 694.7 


To anyone who will compare the Revised New Testament with the 
old version of common use, it will be apparent that the Revision 
Committee did not hold themselves subject to the punctuation of the 
common version, but changed it wherever they chose; and it would 
seem that their changes are not always for the better, for instance, 
Matthew 27:52, 53. From this it would appear that at the death of 
the Saviour, “many bodies of the saints that had fallen asleep were 
raised;” and yet did not come out of the tombs till after His 
resurrection, which was the third day after His death. Such a thing 
is hardly to be supposed, but rather, as our old version gives it, that, 
at the death of Christ “the graves were opened; and many bodies of 
the saints which slept arose, and came out of their graves after His 
resurrection,” that is the graves were opened at His death, when the 
earth quaked, and the rocks were rent; but the saints did not arise 
till after His resurrection. This looks more reasonable, and is less 
ambiguous. Yet there are places in our old standard version where 
the punctuation needs to be changed before the Scripture will be in 
harmony with itself. One notable instance is Luke 23:43; by placing 
the comma after “to-day,” instead of after “thee.” Then it will 
harmonise perfectly with Zechariah 9:12, and John 20:17, and with 
the whole course of Scripture on that subject.PTUK October 30, 
1902, page 695.1 
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December 11, 1902 


“Heaven in the Home” The Present Truth 18, 51, p. 808. 


ATJ 


HEAVEN in the home: it is possible to have it there. Heaven 
belongs on the earth, and of all places on the earth, surely most of 
all in the home.PTUK December 11, 1902, page 808.1 


The Lord Jesus came to this earth to bring heaven to the people as 
much as He did to take the people to heaven. Indeed, in a sense, 
He came for the purpose of bringing heaven to the people; for 
heaven must be brought to the people on earth and they must 
become acquainted with it, and desire it, and be made fit for it, 
before they can possibly be taken to it. And even when the glad 
throng of every kindred, tongue, people and nation, have reached 
heaven, it is with joyous anticipation that they exclaim, “We shall 
reign on the earth” (Revelation 5:70). That will be when “The new 
heaven and the new earth” shall have taken the place of this old 
one; and the great voice from heaven announces, “Behold the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be 
their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain, for the former things are passed 
away” (Revelation 21:3, 4). Thus of very truth heaven belongs on 
the earth.PTUK December 11, 1902, page 808.2 


But it is only Christ who has brought heaven to the earth; and only 
in Him can it be found one earth. So it is written that we give 
“thanks to the Father, who hath delivered us from the power of 
darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son” 
(Colossians 3:13); and that kingdom is “the kingdom of 
heaven.”PTUK December 11, 1902, page 808.3 


The word of God is “the word of the kingdom” (Vatthew 13:11-79), 
and the object of the Word of God is to cause that the days of men 
on the earth shall be as the days of heaven upon earth. For so is it 
written; “Therefore shall ye lay up these, my words in your heart 
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and in your soul, ... and ye shall teach them to your children that 
your days may be multiplied, and the days of your children ... as the 
days of heaven upon the earth” (Deuteronomy 11:18-21).PTUK 
December 11, 1902, page 808.4 


The Word of God laid up in the heart and in the soul, and taught 
diligently to the children, makes the days of parents and children as 
the days of heaven upon the earth. And the Word of God, and the 
truth as it is in Jesus, if allowed to prevail in the home, makes 
heaven in the home.PTUK December 11, 1902, page 808.5 


God wants it so, and God has planned it so, that all who go to 
heaven, shall, as they go, have heaven within and all around to go 
to heaven in. And as the home is the one place on earth where all 
the life most centres, God has fixed it so that, of all places on earth, 
there shall most of heaven in the home 

[sic.].PTUK December 11, 1902, page 808.6 


A. T. JONES. 
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